Chapter Twelve:  Social Psychology

Cognitive Dissonance Classroom Learning Activity
Aggression Classroom Learning Activity
Attribution Classroom Learning Activity
Stereotypes Classroom Learning Activity

Romanticism Scales Classroom Learning Activity
Deindividuation Classroom Learning Activity
First Impressions Classroom Learning Activity
Mini-Assignment#1—Violate a Social Norm

Mini-Assignment #2—Write a Personal Ad

Mini Assignment #3—Make Attributions

Mini Assignment #4—Social Dilemmas

Mini Assignment #5—Helping Behavior

Handout #1—Attributions
Tom Sawyer Passage

Tom surveyed his last touch with the eye of an artist, then he gave his brush another gentle sweep and surveyed the result, as before. Ben ranged up alongside of him. Tom's mouth watered for the apple, but he stuck to his work. Ben said: 

"Hello, old chap, you got to work, hey?" 

Tom wheeled suddenly and said: 

"Why, it's you, Ben! I warn't noticing." 

"Say -- I'm going in a-swimming, I am. Don't you wish you could? But of course you'd druther work -- wouldn't you? Course you would!" 

Tom contemplated the boy a bit, and said: 

"What do you call work?" 

"Why, ain't that work?" 

Tom resumed his whitewashing, and answered carelessly: 

"Well, maybe it is, and maybe it ain't. All I know, is, it suits Tom Sawyer." 

"Oh come, now, you don't mean to let on that you like it?" 

The brush continued to move. 

"Like it? Well, I don't see why I oughtn't to like it. Does a boy get a chance to whitewash a fence every day?" 

That put the thing in a new light. Ben stopped nibbling his apple. Tom swept his brush daintily back and forth -- stepped back to note the effect -- added a touch here and there -- criticised the effect again -- Ben watching every move and getting more and more interested, more and more absorbed. Presently he said: 

"Say, Tom, let me whitewash a little." 

Tom considered, was about to consent; but he altered his mind: 

"No -- no -- I reckon it wouldn't hardly do, Ben. You see, Aunt Polly's awful particular about this fence -- right here on the street, you know -- but if it was the back fence I wouldn't mind and she wouldn't. Yes, she's awful particular about this fence; it's got to be done very careful; I reckon there ain't one boy in a thousand, maybe two thousand, that can do it the way it's got to be done." 

"No -- is that so? Oh come, now -- lemme just try. Only just a little -- I'd let you, if you was me, Tom." 

"Ben, I'd like to, honest injun; but Aunt Polly -- well, Jim wanted to do it, but she wouldn't let him; Sid wanted to do it, and she wouldn't let Sid. Now don't you see how I'm fixed? If you was to tackle this fence and anything was to happen to it --" 

"Oh, shucks, I'll be just as careful. Now lemme try. Say -- I'll give you the core of my apple." 

"Well, here -- No, Ben, now don't. I'm afeard --" 

"I'll give you all of it!" 

Tom gave up the brush with reluctance in his face, but alacrity in his heart. And while the late steamer Big Missouri worked and sweated in the sun, the retired artist sat on a barrel in the shade close by, dangled his legs, munched his apple, and planned the slaughter of more innocents. 

Twain, M.    The adventures of Tom Sawyer.  You may download this passage for free at the Carnegie Mellon School of Computer Science website*.
AGGRESSION QUESTIONNAIRE
Circle the statements that you believe are examples of aggression.   Answer quickly using your personal judgement.

1.
A spider eats a fly.

2.
Two wolves fight for the leadership of the pack.

3.
A soldier shoots an enemy at the front line.

4.
The warden of a prison executes a convicted criminal.

5.
A juvenile gang attacks members of another gang.

6.
Two men fight for a piece of bread.

7.
A man viciously kicks a cat.

8.
A man, while cleaning a window, knocks over a flowerpot which, in falling, injures a pedestrian.

9.
A girl kicks a wastebasket.

10.
Mr. X, a notorious gossip, speaks disparagingly of many people of his acquaintance.

11.
A man mentally rehearses a murder he is about to commit.

12.
An angry son purposely fails to write to his mother, who is expecting a letter and will be hurt if none arrives.

13.
An enraged boy tries with all his might to inflict injury on his antagonist, a bigger boy, but is not successful in doing so.   His efforts simply amuse the bigger boy.

14.
A man daydreams of harming his antagonist, but has no hope of doing so.

15.
A senator does not protest the escalation of bombing to which he is morally opposed.

16. 
A farmer beheads a chicken and prepares it for supper.

17.
A hunter kills an animal and mounts it as a trophy.

18.
A dog snarls at a mail carrier, but does not bite.

19.
A physician gives a flu shot to a screaming child.

20.
A boxer gives his opponent a bloody nose.

21.
A Girl Scout tries to assist an elderly woman, but trips her by accident.

22.
A bank robber is shot in the back while trying to escape.

23.
A tennis player smashes his racket after missing a volley.

24.
A person commits suicide.

25.
A cat kills a mouse, parades around with it, then discards it.
As he left for a visit to his outlying districts, the jealous baron warned his pretty wife, “Do not leave the castle while I am gone, or I will punish you severely when I return.”  But as the hours passed, the young baroness grew lonely, and despite her husband’s warning she decided to visit her lover, who lived in the countryside nearby.  The castle was situated on an island in a wide, fast-flowing river.  A drawbridge linked the island to the mainland at the narrowest point in the river.  “Surely my husband will not return before dawn,” she thought and ordered her servants to lower the drawbridge and leave it down until she returned.  After spending several pleasant hours with her lover, the baroness returned to the drawbridge, only to find it blocked by a gateman wildly waving a long, cruel knife.  “Do not attempt to cross this bridge, baroness, or I will have to kill you,” he cried.  “The baron has ordered me to do so.”  Fearing for her life, the baroness returned to her lover and asked him for help.  “Our relationship is only a romantic one,” he said.  “I will not help.’  The baroness then sought out a boatman on the river, explained her plight to him and asked him to take her across the river in his boat.  “I will do it, but only if you pay me my fee of five marks.”  “But I have no money with me!” the baroness protested.  “That is too bad.  No money, no ride,” the boatman said flatly.  Her fear growing, the baroness ran crying to the home of a friend and after explaining her desperate situation, begged for enough money to pay the boatman his fee.  “If only you had not disobeyed your husband, this would not have happened,” the friend said.  “I will give you no money.”  With dawn approaching and her last resource exhausted, the baroness returned to the bridge in desperation, attempted to cross to the castle, and was slain by the gateman.

Rank order the 6 characters in this story in terms of their responsibility for the baroness’s death.
Baron, Baroness, Lover, Gateman, Boatman, Friend 
As he left for a visit to his outlying districts, the jealous baron warned his pretty wife, “Do not leave the castle while I am gone, or I will punish you severely when I return.”  But as the hours passed, and despite her husband’s warning she decided to visit her dying mother, who lived in the countryside nearby.  The castle was situated on an island in a wide, fast-flowing river.  A drawbridge linked the island to the mainland at the narrowest point in the river.  “Surely my husband will not return before dawn,” she thought and ordered her servants to lower the drawbridge and leave it down until she returned.  After spending several hours with her mother, the baroness returned to the drawbridge, only to find it blocked by a gateman wildly waving a long, cruel knife.  “Do not attempt to cross this bridge, baroness, or I will have to kill you,” he cried.  “The baron has ordered me to do so.”  Fearing for her life, the baroness returned to her mother and asked her for help.  “I have no money,” she said.  “I’m sorry that I cannot help you.’  The baroness then sought out a boatman on the river, explained her plight to him and asked him to take her across the river in his boat.  “I will do it, but only if you pay me my fee of five marks.”  “But I have no money with me!” the baroness protested.  “That is too bad.  No money, no ride,” the boatman said flatly.  Her fear growing, the baroness ran crying to the home of a friend and after explaining her desperate situation, begged for enough money to pay the boatman his fee.  “If only you had not disobeyed your husband, this would not have happened,” the friend said.  “I will give you no money.”  With dawn approaching and her last resource exhausted, the baroness returned to the bridge in desperation, attempted to cross to the castle, and was slain by the gateman.

Rank order the 6 characters in this story in terms of their responsibility for the Baronness’s death: 

Baron, Baroness, Mother, Gateman, Boatman, Friend 

It is the end of the world. You have been put in charge of deciding who will go into a protected bomb shelter to be the only survivors. You must select seven of the following people to go into the shelter. Be prepared to defend your choices. SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
1. seq NL_a \r 0 \h .

A 31-year-old judge, refuses to be separated from her husband (#2)

2.
A 29-year-old botanist, a former mental patient, refuses to be separated from his wife (#1)

3 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .

A 27-year-old second-year medical student, recovering alcoholic (sober two years)

4.
A 36-year-old college student, former prostitute, “retired” for eight years, has one teenage child

5 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .

A 42-year-old historian, author, Iranian

6 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .

A 30-year-old mechanical engineer, female, lesbian

7 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .

A biochemist, male, Asian, amputee

8 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .

A 16-year-old female, high school dropout, pregnant

9 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .

An Olympic track athlete, African

10 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .

A carpenter, born-again Christian fundamentalist

11 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .

A 45-year-old physician, female, unable to have children

12 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .

A 40-year-old Rabbi, talented musician
(Permission Houghton Mifflin)
Hobart Romanticism Scale

	
	
	Agree
	Disagree

	1.
	Lovers ought to expect a certain amount of disillusionment after marriage. 
	_____
	_____

	2.
	True love should be suppressed in cases where its existence conflicts with the prevailing standards of morality.
	_____
	_____

	3.
	To be truly in love is to be in love forever.
	_____
	_____

	4.
	The sweetly feminine “clinging vine” girl cannot compare with the capable and sympathetic girl as a sweetheart.
	_____
	_____

	5.
	As long as they at least love each other, two people would have no trouble getting along together in marriage.
	_____
	_____

	6.
	A girl should expect her sweetheart to be chivalrous on all occasions.
	_____
	_____

	7.
	A person should marry whomever he loves regardless of social position.
	_____
	_____

	8.
	Lovers should freely confess everything of personal significance to each other.
	_____
	_____

	9.
	Economic security should be carefully considered before selecting a marriage partner.

	_____
	_____

	10.
	Most of us could sincerely love any one of several people equally well.
	_____
	_____

	11.
	A lover without jealousy is hardly to be desired.
	_____
	_____

	12.
	One should not marry against the serious advice of one’s parents.
	_____
	_____


(Permission Houghton Mifflin)
 seq NL1 \r 0 \h Rubin’s Love Scale

The [……] in each question should be thought of as your boyfriend/girlfriend/lover. Write the appropriate number from the scale below in the space provided before each statement. Feel free to use the entire scale. The anchors of the scale are 1 = Not at all or Disagree completely; 5 = Moderately true; 9 = Definitely true or Agree completely.

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9


	Not at all
	Moderately true
	Definitely true

	Disagree completely
	
	Agree completely


 SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
1

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
_____ If [……] were feeling badly, my first duty would be to cheer him (her) up.

2

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
_____ I feel that I can confide in [……] about virtually everything.

3

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
_____ I find it easy to ignore [……]’s faults.

4

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
_____ I would do almost anything for [……].

5

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
_____ I feel very possessive toward [……].

6

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
_____ If I could never be with [……], I would feel miserable.

7

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
_____ If I were lonely, my first thought would be to seek [……] out.

8

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
_____ One of my primary concerns is [……]’s welfare.

9

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
_____ I would forgive [……] for practically anything.

10

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h . ____ I feel responsible for [……]’s well-being.

11

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h . _____ When I am with [……], I spend a good deal of time just looking at him (her).

12

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h . _____ I would greatly enjoy being confided in by [……].

13

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h . _____ It would be hard for me to get along without [……].

(Permission Houghton Mifflin)

NO NAMES PLEASE!  IF YOU COULD DO ANYTHING HUMANLY POSSIBLE WITH COMPLETE ASSURANCE THAT YOU WOULD NOT BE DETECTED OR HELD RESPONSIBLE, WHAT WOULD YOU DO?

DEINDIVIDUATION SCALES

SCALE ONE (SOCIAL DESIRABILITY): 

PROSOCIAL-intending to benefit others 

ANTISOCIAL-injuring others or depriving them of their rights

NONNORMATIVE-violates social norms but does not help or hurt others

NEUTRAL-not in the other 3 categories.  

SCALE TWO (CONTENT):  

1.  Aggression 

2.  Charity

 3.  Academic Dishonesty 

4.  Crime

5.  Escapism

6.  Political Activities

7.  Sexual Behavior 

8.  Social Disruption

9.  Interpersonal Spying and Eavesdropping

10.  Travel

11.  “Other”

Jim is rumored to be stubborn. We know the following information about Jim: 
Once he makes up his mind to do something, it is as good as done, no matter how long it might take or how difficult the going might be. Only rarely does he change his mind, even though it might have been better if he had.

Use a 5-point Likert scale, where 1 is Not at all and 5 is Extremely. SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
1

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
How likable is Jim?

2

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Is he argumentative?

3

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Would you like to have him as a roommate?
(Permission Houghton Mifflin)
Jim is rumored to be persistent. We know the following information about Jim: 
Once he makes up his mind to do something, it is as good as done, no matter how long it might take or how difficult the going might be. Only rarely does he change his mind, even though it might have been better if he had.
Use a 5-point Likert scale, where 1 is Not at all and 5 is Extremely. SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
1

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
How likable is Jim?

2

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Is he argumentative?

3

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Would you like to have him as a roommate?
(Permission Houghton Mifflin)
Violate a social norm.  Do NOT do anything lewd, obscene, or illegal!!!  Please listen to the suggestions given in class.  


After you have violated a social norm, write the following:


1.
What behavior you engaged in and why you picked it.


2. 
How other people reacted to your behavior.


3.
How you felt violating that norm.


4.
What you learned from this experiment (if anything).
Write a personal ad.  Be sure to list the characteristics that you believe are most important in a potential mate.  
Your best friend, who has always been very open and positive with you, has suddenly told you that he no longer wants to be friends with you.  Develop a plausible explanation for her/his behavior—first making an internal attribution, and then making an external attribution.  (Be sure to use the terms consistency, consensus, and distinctiveness.)
Describe a social dilemma that was not described in your textbook.  Explain why it is a social dilemma and what would happen if all people acted in their own best interest.
You are driving when your car breaks down.  Explain, in detail, the situation in which you are most likely to receive help and why.
ATTRIBUTIONS:  AN EXAMPLE



Behavior:  Sara, a 7-year-old girl cries before she goes to school.

Low Consensus       +        High Consistency
+        Low Distinctiveness 

= Internal Attribution

Other children in 
Sara cries EVERY
 
Sara cries before she attends
      
of Sara’s anxiety and fear

Sarah’s class do
day before she goes

Sunday School and cried
      
(Sara is a fearful child or

NOT cry

to school


every day before school
     
Sara has an anxious pers






last year



personality.)
High Consensus      + 
   High Consistency
+
High Distinctiveness

=
External Attribution
Many other children in       Sara cries EVERY
Sara never cries before     

of Sara’s anxiety and fear

Sara’s class cry before        day before she goes 
attending Sunday School 

(Sara is fearful and anxious

they go to school.
        to school.


and did not cry before


because the teacher is cold 

school last year.
and uncaring and/or because the












  
schoolwork is too difficult.)

Low Consensus         +       Low Consistency
+
High Distinctiveness

=
External Attribution
Other children in
  Sara does NOT 

Sara never cries before

of Sara’s anxiety and fear

Sara’s class do NOT
  usually cry before

attending Sunday School

(Sara is fearful and anxious 

Cry before school
  she goes to school.

and did not cry when attending 
 because of an important 








school last year


  test or a bully is picking 

                                                                                                                                                  on her
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