Chapter Four:  Human Development
Mini Assignment #1—Gender Roles

Mini Assignment #2—Applying Piaget

Mini Assignment #3—Attachment
Mini Assignment #4—Kohlberg Levels
Mini Assignment #5—Age stereotypes
Choose ONE of the activities listed below and write ½-1 page description of what you observe.

1.
Go to a toy store and note how the store is organized.  Can you tell which aisle has boy's toys and which has girl's toys?  If so, how?  If not, how is the store organized?  Be sure to look at the boxes/wrappings that the toys come in.

2.
Go into a card shop and read the cards congratulating parents on the birth of their child (baby cards).  Are there different cards for boys and girls?  If not, what are the main themes of the cards.  If so, how do they differ?

3.
Go into the Children's section of a public library OR browse through a small child's book collection OR browse through the children's collection in the Education and Social Science Library here at the U of I.  How are males and females portrayed in general in these books?  Note publication dates.

4.
Watch a couple of hours of Saturday morning cartoons.  Pay special attention to the commercials.  Are they gender specific?  How do advertisements differ when only girls, only boys, or both girls and boys are portrayed?

Applying Piaget:  List some everyday situations/occurrences (e.g. a toy teddy bear gets left out in the rain; your dog runs away from home; playing a card game, etc)   and ask students to think about that situation as though they were in a particular Piagetian stage of cognitive development (sensorimotor, preoperational, concrete operational, formal operational).  Compare the thought process of someone in each stage.
 Explain how an adult with a childhood attachment style suggested by the Strange Situation (secure, avoidant, ambivalent, & disorganized) would relate to an adult romantic partner.  Explain the connection between attachment and romantic relationships.

Kohlberg:  Larry believes that logging is destroying the environment.  He is asked to be part of a human chain that stands between the bulldozers and the trees.  Should Larry participate in this activity? According to Kohlberg, which stage of moral development do the following reasons represent? (Preconventional; Conventional; Postconventional)
No, because Larry is likely to be arrested.

Yes, because Larry’s friends are also participating.

No, because it is against the law.

No, because chaos would reign if people just ignored the laws they didn’t like.

Yes, because Larry wants his colleagues in his environmental group to be proud of him.

Yes, because the most important issue is saving trees and the environment for future generations.

No, because Larry’s mother would be upset with him if she knew he participated in a demonstration.

Can you devise a different reason/response for each stage?

Aging: Suppose you have started a new job and are introduced to your new supervisor for the first time.  Write a paragraph describing what it will be like to work for this person if he or she is:
An 18 year-old female

A 35 year-old male

A 50 year-old female

A 65 year-old-male

A 70 year-old female

Now analyze what you wrote.  What attributes did you attribute to each—did gender have an impact?  How?  Did age have an impact?  Why?  How might your expectations about your supervisor affect your job performance?
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