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Notes for Authors of Medium/Long ‘Compass’ Articles 
 
Thank you for agreeing to write an article for History Compass – the unique online 
reviews and survey journal from Blackwell Publishing. Please take a moment to read 
over these notes. 
 
What is History Compass? 
 
History Compass offers the quality of a scholarly journal combined with the speed 
and functionality of the Web.   
 
History Compass is designed to help all academics and advanced students involved 
in the teaching and research of History to do the following:   
 

• teach in a new or unfamiliar area 
• keep up with developments in your own field and areas related to it 
• ensure that students are exposed only to quality-controlled online content (as 

opposed to unvalidated content from search engines) 
 
Encompassing geographical areas from across the world and through all time 
periods, History Compass has two strands of content: 
 

• Online Journal - publishes original, peer-reviewed survey articles on a 
monthly basis. Articles are indexed in Historical Abstracts. 

 
• Current Awareness Service – provides the Tables of Contents for major 

journals in the field all in one place. 
 
The My Compass feature further enables every user to build, email and save reading 
lists. 
 
 
Benefits for authors include: 
 

• Article published within 6-8 weeks after acceptance 
• A citable, peer-reviewed article, with a permanent DOI 
• Indexing in Historical Abstracts 
• Full text available through Blackwell Synergy (www.blackwell-synergy.com)  
• International exposure / broad readership 
• PDF offprint 
• Free personal access to History Compass 
• Profile page detailing your publications and research interests 

 
In addition, you will receive free Blackwell books of your choice to the value of 
£30/$50, if your manuscript is submitted by the agreed deadline. 
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Your Compass article 
 
Examples of Compass Articles 
If you have not already done so, please feel free to visit the site, where you can see 
the kind of articles already published: www.history-compass.com. 
 
Length and Scope 
The length of the article should be agreed with the Section Editor before you begin 
writing. The medium Compass articles are 2-5000 words in length and the long 
articles are 5000 words and over. The Section Editor will agree the topic of your 
article with you before you begin to write your piece. 
 
Compass articles typically fall into two categories: firstly, articles which give your 
perspective on an area of research whilst also providing an overview of the field. 
Secondly, articles which focus on the state of the field itself, perhaps reviewing the 
current research on a topic, considering new electronic resources, looking at new 
methods of teaching and so on. Compass articles should always offer some 
reference to the current scholarship and be accessible to the non-specialist.  
 
History Compass readers will be able to cite your article in their publications, email 
details of the article to their colleagues, or use it in their class reading lists. 
 
Style Guidelines 
The Oxford Style Manual should be used for inline citations and Bibliographies. 
Examples can be found towards the end of these guidelines. 
 
Abstract 
Please provide a short abstract (about 50-100 words) which should give the reader 
an idea of what your article will be about before they see the main text.  
 
Illustrations  
Authors may include as many illustrations as they wish.  
 
Authors are responsible for obtaining permissions and paying any related fees for 
any illustration they wish to include. Please confirm with the History Compass 
Associate Managing Editor that the image can be included before paying any such 
fees. 
 
The illustration should be submitted in either JPEG or GIF format. The file size 
should be no more then 100KB; the image dimensions should be no more than 350 
pixels wide and 500 pixels high. 
 
Submitting the Article 
The article should be submitted as a Microsoft Word document by email to the 
Managing Editor, Keren Oertly: keren.oertly@oxon.blackwellpublishing.com.   
 
The signed Exclusive Licence Form should be sent by post to: 
 
Laura Smith, Journals Publishing Assistant, Blackwell Publishing, 9600 Garsington 
Rd, Oxford, OX4 2DQ, UK 
 
Peer Review 
Your article will be anonymously peer reviewed by two scholars chosen by the 
Section Editor.  
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The editor will send you the reviewers’ reports or comments for your consideration. 
Once you have made any additional changes the article should be returned to the 
editor. No more alterations will be permitted after this stage. 
 
Proofs 
You will be sent an email (where possible) containing a PDF version of your article. 
At this stage you should correct typesetter errors only. 
 
If you need to make extensive corrections to the proof then please print out the PDF 
file and mark them in black or blue ink. The corrected proofs should then be sent by 
post to the proofreader.  
 
If there are only a few changes then you may wish to email the details of them to the 
proofreader. Please provide full details of the corrections that you would like to see 
made. 
 
Exclusive Licence Form 
Before the article is published on History Compass your Exclusive Licence Form 
should be signed and returned by post. The form is at the end of these guidelines. 
Authors can reuse their article elsewhere, provided they obtain permission and give a 
full acknowledgement. 
 
Free Book for Prompt Delivery  
Authors who are able to deliver within the deadline agreed for their article will be 
entitled to free Blackwell books to the value of $50/£30. The author can browse titles 
online (www.blackwellpublishing.com) and should then email the details of their 
chosen book to Laura Smith (laura.smith@oxon.blackwellpublishing.com).  
  
Profile and Photograph 
Each author is offered a page on History Compass to detail their academic history, 
research interests and publications. If you would like your profile to be included in this 
way, please complete the author profile form which will be emailed to you, and attach 
an electronic photograph if possible when you return it.  
 
Access to History Compass 
Once your article has been published on History Compass you will be given free 
personal access to the site. 
 
Offprints 
You will be sent a PDF version of your article via email, which you are free to 
distribute to your colleagues and students as you wish, as long as it is for standard, 
recognised academic purposes.  Selling copies of the article is not permitted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Style Guidelines 

 
 
All file versions of History Compass articles should include: 
 

� an Abstract 
� a Bibliography  
� endnotes in every case 

 
UK or US style? 
 
UK or US spelling and punctuation may be adopted but, whichever conventions are 
used, they must be followed consistently throughout.  
 
e.g. UK / US   
geographical / geographic 
manoeuvre / maneuver 
catalogue / catalog 
modelled / modeled 
centre / center 
behaviour / behavior 
analyse / analyze  
 
Quotations 
 
Short prose quotations (<30 words) should run on within the normal sentence 
structure. Long prose quotations (>30 words) should be indented by the normal 
paragraph indent and do not require quotation marks. They should be set smaller 
than the normal text type, with no extra space above or below. 
 
Abstract, Endnotes and Bibliography 
 
Every article must have an abstract at the beginning of your manuscript.  
 
References should appear sequentially throughout as endnotes. Endnotes should be 
in the format 1, 2, 3 rather than i, ii, iii. The endnote format for books, journal articles, 
book chapters and web references is as below. Ibid may be used, while publisher 
names should be written out in full, e.g. Cambridge University Press rather than 
CUP.  
 
A partial/full bibliography must appear after the endnotes, listing all/major texts 
cited/consulted in alphabetical order by the surname of the first author.  
 
Endnotes Format 
 
Book 
 
T. Claydon, William III and the Godly Revolution, 2nd edn., 3 vols. (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 1996), 116-23. 
 
For subsequent citations: Claydon, William III, p. 118.  
 
Contribution to a Book 
 
S. D. Westrem, ‘Against Gog and Magog’, in S. Tomasch and S. Gilles (eds.), Text 



 

and Territory: Geographical Imagination in the European Middle Ages, (Philadelphia, 
PA: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1998), 54-75. 
 
For subsequent citations: Westrem, ‘Against Gog and Magog’, 118. 
 
Multiple Authors 
M. Wilson and L. Thompson, The Oxford History of South Africa (Oxford, 
Oxford University Press, 1969), 72. 
 
W. J. Cooper, Jr., and T. E. Terrill, The American South: A History, 3rd edn., 2 vols. 
(New York: McGraw Hill, 2002), 16-32. 
 
Journal Article 
 
J. C. Holt, ‘Politics and Property in Early Medieval England’, Past and Present, 17 /1 
(1972): 3-52. 
 
For subsequent citation: Holt, ‘Politics and Property’, 49. 
 
Web reference 
 
T. Smith, ‘Hodges Apologizes for Sterilizations’, Greenville News, 8 Jan, 
2003, http://greenvilleonline.com/news/2003/01/08/2003010834112.htm, 
accessed on 14 Mar, 2005. 
 
Bibliography Format 
 
Claydon, T., William III and the Godly Revolution, 2nd edn., 3 vols. (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 1996). 
 
Cooper, W. J., Jr., and Terrill, T. E., The American South: A History, 3rd edn., 2 vols. 
(New York: McGraw Hill, 2002), 16-32. 
 
Holt, J. C., ‘Politics and Property in Early Medieval England’, Past and Present, 17/1 
(1972): 3-52. 
 
Smith, T., ‘Hodges Apologizes for Sterilizations,’ Greenville News, 8 Jan, 
2003, http://greenvilleonline.com/news/2003/01/08/2003010834112.htm, 
accessed on 14 Mar, 2005. 
 
Westrem, S. D., ‘Against Gog and Magog’, in S. Tomasch and S. Gilles (eds.), Text 
and Territory: Geographical Imagination in the European Middle Ages (Philadelphia, 
PA: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1998), 54-75. 
 
Wilson, M., and Thompson, L., The Oxford History of South Africa 
(Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1969), 72. 
 
Further Style Notes 
 

• Spaced initials  
(e.g. W. W. Norton)  

• Full stops after an editor abbreviation 
(e.g. (ed.) or (eds.))  

• Full stops after a doctor abbreviation 
(e.g. Dr.) 

• Full stops after et al 



 

(e.g. R. Stewart et al. (eds.), …) 
• When a volume number appears between a work's overall title and the 

volume title, put 'Vol.' in italics with a capital letter  
(e.g. Collected Essays, Vol. 2, Religion and Politics)  

• Proper nouns and main words in article titles should have capital letters  
(e.g. "Anti-Calvinists: The Rise of English Arminianism") 

• Commas are needed after any instance of "junior" in an author's name (e.g. 
W. J. Cooper, Jr.,) unless it is followed by larger punctuation such as a colon 
or full stop  
(e.g. Albert B. Cleage, Jr.: Change and Continuity)  

• First words after colons in titles should always have a capital first letter  
(e.g. "Anti-Calvinists: The Rise of English Arminianism")  

• Lower case letters in second element of a compound (e.g. Self-fashioning) 
unless the second element is, or is derived from, a proper name  
(e.g. Anti-Calvinists) 

• When a book title refers to another book within the title, the full title remains in 
italics, and the book title referred to is simply underlined 
(eg. Instead of The British Union: A Critical Edition and Translation of David 
Hume of Godsccroft's De Unione Insulae Britannicae, the title would 
preferably appear as follows: The British Union: A Critical Edition and 
Translation of David Hume of Godsccroft's De Unione Insulae Britannicae) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
     History Compass: Exclusive Licence Form 

 
 

Author’s name: …………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………….. 
 
Author’s address: ……….………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Title of article (“Article”): ............................................................................................................................................... 
 
..................................................................................................................................................................................... 
 
Manuscript no. (if known): ………..……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Names of all authors in the order in which they appear in the Article: ……..………….….……………………………….. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………..………….………………..…………….. 
 
In order for your Article to be distributed as widely as possible in History Compass (the Journal) you grant Blackwell Publishing 
Ltd  (Blackwell Publishing) an exclusive licence to publish the above Article including the abstract in printed and electronic 
form, in all languages, and to administer subsidiary rights agreements with third parties for the full period of copyright and all 
renewals, extensions, revisions and revivals. The Article is deemed to include all material submitted for publication with the 
exception of Letters, and includes the text, figures, tables, author contact details and all supplementary material accompanying 
the Article. 
 
Please read this form carefully, sign at the bottom (if your employer owns copyright in your work, arrange for your employer to 
sign where marked), and return the ORIGINAL to the address below as quickly as possible. As author, you remain the copyright 
owner of the Article, unless copyright is owned by your employer. (US Federal Government authors please note: your Article is 
in the public domain.) 
 
Your Article will not be published unless an Exclusive Licence Form has been signed and received by Blackwell 
Publishing.  
 
Please note: You retain the following rights to re-use the Article, as long as you do not sell or reproduce the Article or any part 
of it for commercial purposes (i.e. for monetary gain on your own account or on that of a third party, or for indirect financial gain 
by a commercial entity). These rights apply without needing to seek permission from Blackwell Publishing. 
 
• Prior to acceptance: We ask that as part of the publishing process you acknowledge that the Article has been submitted to 

the Journal. You will not prejudice acceptance if you use the unpublished Article, in form and content as submitted for 
publication in the Journal, in the following ways: 

o sharing print or electronic copies of the Article with colleagues; 
o posting an electronic version of the Article on your own personal website, on your employer’s 

website/repository and on free public servers in your subject area.  
• After acceptance: Provided that you give appropriate acknowledgement to the Journal,  and Blackwell Publishing, and full 

bibliographic reference for the Article when it is published, you may use the accepted version of the Article as originally 
submitted for publication in the Journal, and updated to include any amendments made after peer review, in the following 
ways: 

o you may share print or electronic copies of the Article with colleagues; 
o you may use all or part of the Article and abstract, without revision or modification, in personal compilations or 

other publications of your own work; 
o you may use the Article within your employer’s institution or company for educational or research purposes, 

including use in course packs; 
o 12 months after publication you may post an electronic version of the Article on your own personal website, on 

your employer’s website/repository and on free public servers in your subject area. Electronic versions of the 
accepted Article must include a link to the published version of the Article together with the following text: ‘The 
definitive version is available at www.blackwell-synergy.com’. 

 
Please note that you are not permitted to post the Blackwell Publishing PDF version of the Article online. 
 
All requests by third parties to re-use the Article in whole or in part will be handled by Blackwell Publishing. Any permission 
fees will be retained by the Journal. All requests to adapt substantial parts of the Article in another publication (including 
publication by Blackwell Publishing) will be subject to your approval (which is deemed to be given if we have not heard from 
you within 4 weeks of your approval being sought by us writing to you at your last notified address). Please address any queries 
to journalsrights@oxon.blackwellpublishing.com. 
 
In signing this Agreement:  
 
1. You hereby warrant that this Article is an original work, has not been published before and is not being considered for 

publication elsewhere in its final form either in printed or electronic form;  
2. You hereby warrant that you have obtained permission from the copyright holder to reproduce in the Article (in all media 

including print and electronic form) material not owned by you, and that you have acknowledged the source; 
3. You hereby warrant that this Article contains no violation of any existing copyright or other third party right or any material 

of an obscene, indecent, libellous or otherwise unlawful nature and that to the best of your knowledge this Article does not 
infringe the rights of others; 

4. You hereby warrant that in the case of a multi-authored Article you have obtained, in writing, authorization to enter into 
this Agreement on their behalf and that all co-authors have read and agreed the terms of this Agreement; 

5. You warrant that any formula or dosage given is accurate and will not if properly followed injure any person; 
6. You will indemnify and keep indemnified the Editors and Blackwell Publishing against all claims and expenses (including 

legal costs and expenses) arising from any breach of this warranty and the other warranties on your behalf in this 
Agreement. 

 



 

By signing this Agreement you agree that Blackwell Publishing may arrange for the Article to be: 
 
• Published in the above Journal, and sold or distributed, on its own, or with other related material; 
• Published in multi-contributor book form or other edited compilations by Blackwell Publishing; 
• Reproduced and/or distributed (including the abstract) throughout the world in printed, electronic or any other medium 

whether now known or hereafter devised, in all languages, and to authorize third parties (including Reproduction Rights 
Organizations) to do the same; 

• You agree to Blackwell Publishing using any images from the Article on the cover of the Journal, and in any marketing 
material. 

 
You authorize Blackwell Publishing to act on your behalf to defend the copyright in the Article if anyone should infringe it, 
although there is no obligation on Blackwell Publishing to act in this way. 

 
As the Author, copyright in the Article remains in your name (or your employer’s name if your employer owns copyright in your 
work). 
 
Blackwell Publishing undertakes that every copy of the Article published by Blackwell Publishing will include the full 
bibliographic reference for your Article, together with the copyright statement.    

 

�  BOX A: to be completed if copyright belongs to you  

 

�  BOX B: to be completed if copyright belongs to your employer (e.g. HMSO, CSIRO) 
The copyright holder grants Blackwell Publishing an exclusive licence to publish the Article including the abstract in 
printed and electronic form, in all languages, and to administer subsidiary rights agreements with third parties for the 
full period of copyright and all renewals, extensions, revisions and revivals. 
 
Print Name of Copyright holder: ………………………………………………………………………………… 
This will be printed on the copyright line on each page of the Article. It is your responsibility to provide the correct 
information of the copyright holder. 
 

�  BOX C: to be completed if the Article is in the public domain (e.g. US Federal Government employees) 
You certify that the Article is in the public domain.  No licence to publish is therefore necessary. 

 
Signature (on behalf of all co-authors (if any))  Print name: ……………………………………………….. 
 
………………………………………………………………… Date: ……………………………………………………….. 
 
If your employer claims copyright in your work, this form must also be signed below by a person authorized to sign for 
and on behalf of your employer, as confirmation that your employer accepts the terms of this licence. 
 
Signature (on behalf of the employer of the author (s)) Print name:……………………………..………………….. 
 

Print name of employer: ………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………… Date: ............................................................................. 
 
The rights conveyed in this licence will only apply upon acceptance of your Article for publication. 
 
Data Protection: The Publisher may store your name and contact details in electronic format in order to correspond 
with you about the publication of your Article in the Journal.  We would like to contact you from time to time with 
information about new Blackwell publications and services in your subject area.  (For European contributors, this may 
involve transfer of your personal data outside the European Economic Area.)  Please check the following boxes if you 
are happy to be contacted in this way: 
 

� (conventional mailing)    � (via e-mail) 
 
Please return the signed form to:  
(a fax to (0)1865 471224 is acceptable, but the original must follow within 7 days) 
 
Laura Smith, Journals Publishing Assistant, Blackwell Publishing, 9600 Garsington Rd, Oxford, OX4 2DQ, UK 

 
 


