Chapter 4 scenarios

1. Suppose you are interested in foreign students’ ability to develop a social network, and that you have asked 10 foreign students to specify the number of ‘good’ friends they have made in their first year of study. Then suppose that you have obtained the data reported in the file called ‘socialnetwork’. Calculate the mean, the median, and the mode. Then think about the differences between these three measures in defining the average score of this specific set of scores. Which one do you think is the best measure of central tendency in this case? And why? Finally, calculate the standard deviation.

2. You are trying to assess how much adolescents like a new soft drink. You recruit 20 adolescents and ask them to taste the new drink. Then you ask them to specify how much they like the taste of the drink on a 10-point scale (1 = I don’t like it at all; 10 = I like it a lot). The scores obtained are reported in the file called ‘drink’. Create a histogram based on the scores, and judge the extent to which the distribution resembles a normal curve.

