Chapter 11 Community Settings

Key issues within this chapter:
· The community is an important setting for health promotion.
· Communities can be defined in many ways, including by geographical boundary area, as an administrative area covered by a service, as a social network or as a group of people with shared characteristics.

· Many influences on health operate at the community level, among them norms, social networks, patterns of leadership, culture, religion, housing and environment.

· Working at the community level opens up opportunities for health empowerment and building up the capacity of communities to participate in meeting their health needs.

· The process of working at the community level involves the following stages: dialogue, making a community profile/needs assessment, and entry, initial and follow-up actions.

By the end of this chapter you should be able to:
· critically assess the potential of the community as a setting for health promotion.
· understand influences at the community level and be able to make a community profile. 
· describe the process of systematically working with communities to develop community participation and health empowerment.
