The General Election of 2005 (comparison with 2001)

ANSWERS

1.How many MPs were elected?

642
  How many in 2001?

659

  Explain the difference. 

There had been a reduction in the representation of Scotland, which before devolution had been over-represented to reflect the distance Scottish MPs had to travel.  

2.Labour’s Result:  % of vote?  35.2        In 2001 %?  40.7
    No. of MPs?  356  In  2001?  412
    Majority?  66  In 2001?  167
    Brief Comment:  Labour did far worse than in 2001, but were still in charge.  The most remarkable thing was the low share of the vote on which they won (low because it was a 3 horse race).
3.  Conservative:  % of vote?  32.4        In 2001 %?  31.7
     No. of MPs?   197 In 2001?  167                      

     Brief Comment:  The Conservatives seemed to have done rather poorly again, but they had many more MPs than in 2001, and were not far behind Labour in share of the vote.
4.  Liberal Democratss:  % of vote?  22           In 2001 %?  18.3
     No. of MPs?  62     In 2001?  52
     Brief Comment:  Surprisingly good for the third party of British politics, even under FPTP.
5. What the result like for other parties in 2005?

1 Respect candidate elected.  2 Independents.  The usual SNP, PC and N. Ireland representation.  Greens did well (1%) and UKIP especially well (2.3%), but both got no MPs
6.  Turnout? %   61.3                In 2001%  59
     Comment?  A more interesting election than 2001, but still a foregone conclusion, and 3 major parties close on most policies.  Long-term factors (apathy, alienation, politics of contentment?) may still be operating.
7.  Who voted how in 2005?
Gender?  Did more men vote for Cons. than women?  Yes.
              Which gender voted more for Lab.?  Women
Region? Which region favoured Labour most?  North East of England
            Which region favoured Conservative most?  South East of England
Class?  Which social groups favoured Conservatives most?  AB
           Which social groups favoured Labour most?  DE

Age group?  Which age group supported Lab. most?  18-24
                   Which age group supported Cons. most?  65+

