Chapter 5:
Case Studies of Recent General Elections
SETTING THE SCENE

The last three chapters have focused largely on voting and elections, participation and referendums, the electoral processes themselves and why people vote the way they do. This chapter looks at how these work out in practice, by investigating the results of three general elections: 1997, 2001 and 2005. We start by outlining the outcome of these three elections, all of which resulted in a Labour victory, and then move on to trying to give explanations for these results. The explanations are largely of the political, or short-term, sort, to use the classification given in the previous chapter.

KEY TOPICS

● Elections as turning-points and landslides

● The 1997 general election

● Why Labour won in 1997

● The 2001 general election

● Why Labour won again in 2001

● The 2005 general election

● Why Labour won again in 2005

Are any of the terms below unclear to you? If so, perhaps you should look over this chapter or use the searchable glossary to familiarise yourself with these terms. 

· Landslide election
· Tactical voting
· New Labour
· Spin
· One-party dominance
