
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worksheet 5.1:  Crossword 
Theory and Methods 
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Theory and Methods 
Worksheet 5.1:  Crossword 

 3)  The term used to describe the application of a variety of methods in a single 
piece of research (13) 

4) A method which compares two or more societies or groups to identify the 
causes of some phenomena (11, 6) 

7) A research method that involves the intensive study of a group by participating 
in its activities (11, 11) 

10) Everyone has an equal chance of being included in this (6, 6) 
12) An idea or guess which is capable of being tested with relevant evidence (10) 
14)   These may be pre-coded or open-ended, and are a favourite tool of positivists 

(14) 
15)   This approach suggests sociologists should be concerned with interpreting the 

meanings people give to situations (14) 
17) Carrying out the same or similar research again to check the findings of earlier 

research (11) 
18)   This involves studying a sample of people on different occasions over a period 

of time (12, 5) 
20)   These numbers are often socially constructed (8, 10) 
21) A serious difficulty with postal questionnaires which poses major problems for 

representativeness and validity (3, 8) 
23) The interviewer having a direct or indirect effect on the respondent, posing 

problems of validity (11, 4) 
24) Personal ideas, beliefs and preferences about what is thought to be good and 

worthwhile by those who hold them (6) 
25) This sociological perspective tends to see society as bound by a value 

consensus, with its various parts working together in harmony (13) 
27) Keeping knowledge and research free of the values, beliefs and prejudices of 

the researcher (11) 
28) A small scale survey carried out before the main survey to check if there are 

problems (5, 6) 
31) This is concerned with whether the findings of research are true and really 

represent what they claim to represent (8) 
32) These sociologists focus on the experience, problems and inequalities faced by 

women (9) 
33) Marxists use this term to describe the ideas of the dominant class (8) 
34) Data that has already been collected by others (9) 
35)   The intensive and detailed study of one social group or event (4, 5) 

Across 

 

  5)  The systematic collection of information about a population or group, 
often in quantitative form (6) 

  6)  He believed scientists should set out to falsify hypotheses, not to prove 
them true (6) 

 8)  This writer thought there was a fundamental conflict or struggle 
between social classes (4) 

 9)  A set of ideas, theories and procedures shared by a group of scientists 
(8) 

 11) Often the symbolic bit is left out when talking about this perspective 
(14) 

 13) Statistical data (12) 
 16) Data concerned with people’s values, feelings, meanings and attitudes 

(11) 
 18) The most common research method used by natural scientists (10, 10) 
 19) Information gained by research (4) 
 22) A way of seeing society (11) 
 26)  An interactive face-to-face research method (a guided conversation) 

more likely to be used by interpretivists (12, 9) 
 29)  An approach suggesting that the logic, methods and procedures of the 

natural sciences can be applied to the study of society (10) 
 30)  Explanations which are based on reason, logic and evidence rather than 

on belief, faith, personal experience or ideology (7) 
36) This is concerned with whether research, if repeated using the same 

methods, would produce the same results (11) 
 37)  In participant observation, where the researcher conceals his or her 

identity (6, 4) 
 38) These are concerned with morality and standards of behaviour when 

carrying out research (6) 
 39)  This means that most people share basic social values (5, 9) 
 
Down 

 
 1) A small representative group drawn for studying from a larger group (6) 
 2) Data that is collected by sociologists themselves (7) 
 
 


