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 A sociological approach which focuses on small groups or individuals 

 An approach emphasizing individual self-help, reduction of the power and spending of the 
state, free competition, and traditional institutions and values 

 The values, norms, meanings, beliefs and customs making up the way of life of a society  

 A perspective suggesting that structure and action are both important in understanding 
society 

 Social rules defining correct and approved behaviour 

 A sociological perspective which sees society as harmonious and stable, and united by 
shared vales  

 The process of learning the culture of any society 

 A sociological approach that suggests that to understand society it is necessary to 
understand the motives and meanings people give to their behaviour 

 A broad group of people sharing a similar economic situation 

 Something that is seen as harmful to society, needing action to sort it out 

 A failure to conform to social norms  

 A package of measures taken to solve things that are seen as harmful to society 

 The culturally-created differences between men and women  

 A view that contemporary society is marked by rapid change and uncertainty, with social 
structures of diminishing importance and their replacement by a mass of individuals 
making individual choices about their lifestyles. 

 A set of ideas and beliefs that represent the outlook and justify the interests of a social 
group  

 Defining a person or group as a particular ‘type’ of person or group  

 The idea that people’s behaviour is almost exclusively moulded by their social 
circumstances  

 A structuralist theory which sees society divided by conflict between a powerful and 
wealthy ruling class and an exploited working class. 

 How individuals see and define themselves and how other people see and define them 

 An approach that views women as a disadvantaged group and views the world from the 
point of view of women’s interests  

 

culture   determinism  deviance  feminism functionalism   

gender   identity  ideology  labelling Marxism  

micro approach New Right  norms   postmodernism  

social action theory social class  social policy  social problem  

socialization  

Matching Exercise 

Introducing Sociology 

Match each item below with the most appropriate description  

 


