Lesson Plan 2.1
Perspectives on education

Aim

To introduce the functionalist and Marxist perspectives on education

Preparation

Poster paper and marker pens needed

Activity

1. The teacher should give a fairly brief introductory talk outlining the ‘macro’ functionalist and Marxist perspectives on the role of education in society.

2. Divide the students into two (or four – depending on class size) groups. One group should be given functionalism, the other Marxism. Each group should initially read the relevant sections of the book on their appropriate perspective.

3. Each group should then

a) produce a poster showing the main features of ‘their’ perspective on education in graphical form – it is important that all the main concepts are included

b) produce examples based on their experiences of schooling to illustrate and provide evidence for the perspective

c) prepare a presentation to the whole class using a) and b) above. 

Plenary session
The students should give their presentations on the perspectives, with those from the alternative perspective invited to comment, question and criticize. Hopefully this will generate some debate on the perspectives and consolidate learning.

Reinforcement of this lesson could be achieved by either homework or classwork using some or all of the activities on pages 28, 31, 32 and 34.
