
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worksheet 2.3: Social Class & 

Educational Achievement 

Read pages 41-51, and from the bottom of page 52 to 65 in the textbook and answer the 

following questions in your own words 

1. Identify five ways in which material deprivation might explain the underachievement of some working class students.  

2. Explain what is meant by the term cultural deprivation.  

3. Explain, with a brief summary and examples, how each of the following might explain working-class underachievement in 

education compared to the middle class and, in each case, identify one criticism of each explanation: 

• Parents’ attitudes to education 

• Parents’ level of education 

• Class sub-cultures 

• Language use 

• Social class habitus 

• Cultural capital 

• Social capital 

 

4. Explain Bourdieu’s view that ‘while the schooling process appears to be “neutral” and fair ... it is not really neutral at 

all...’ (page 61). 

5. What ‘cultural capital’ and skills do you think are important for success in education? Identify four of these, explaining in 

each case how family background may help or hinder the development of these skills. 

6. Explain the view, with examples, that there is a culture clash between some features of working-class life and the culture 

of the school. 

7. In your own words, critically assess cultural explanations for working-class underachievement. 

8. Explain what is meant by ‘positive discrimination’ and ‘compensatory education’, and why they might or might not help 

overcome working-class underachievement in education. 

9. Explain, with the names of researchers where appropriate, what is meant by each of the following and identify in each 

case how it might explain working-class underachievement (and middle-class success) in education: 

• Labelling 

• The ‘halo effect’ 

• Teacher stereotyping 

• Self-fulfilling prophecy 

• Banding and streaming 

• Classroom knowledge 

• The anti-school (or counter-school) sub-culture 

10. Identify two strengths and two weaknesses of interactionist explanations of working-class underachievement in education 

(i.e. those focusing on labeling, stereotyping, etc.). 

11. In what ways does the idea of the ‘double test’ for working class students (page 381) undermine the principle of equality 

of educational opportunity? 
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