
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worksheet 2.2: 

Gender & Underachievement 

Education with Methods in Context 

1. Give three indicators that show that girls now do better in education than boys.  

2. Give two problems that still remain for girls in terms of levels of educational 

achievement.  

3. Identify and briefly explain    four reasons why the educational performance of girls has 

improved in recent years. 

4. Identify and explain two ways in which equal opportunities policies might have 

improved the performance of girls in education. 

5. Identify and briefly explain    three reasons why boys are underachieving in education. 

6. Explain what is meant by an ‘anti-learning sub-culture’. 

7. Suggest two reasons why boys do not do as well as girls in English. 

8. What is meant by ‘reading is feminized in our culture’ (page 72)? 

9. Identify one difference in the reading habits of boys and girls. 

10. How might you explain the fact that boys tend to develop more interest in technical 

and scientific subjects than girls? 

11. How might the different classroom behaviour of boys and girls explain the 

differences in achievement between them? 

12. How might the different leisure activities of boys and girls explain the differences in 

achievement between them?  

13. Why do you think teachers seem to spend more time with boys than with girls? 

 

 

 

 

Read from page 67 to 77 in the textbook and answer the following questions 



 


