Lesson Plan 4.2

Pressure Groups and Social Movements

Aim

To develop students’ knowledge and understanding of pressure groups and social movements, the difference between them and the nature and effectiveness of the methods they use to make their interests felt.

Preparation
Students should, for homework prior to the class, have read pages 295-303 and, perhaps working in pairs, researched either a pressure group or a new social movement on the internet, focussing on:

· its aims;
· its membership framework or supporter network;
· the methods it uses;
· examples of what successes it has had.
Students should bring a written summary of their findings to the class.

Activity

The teacher should ask what groups have been researched, and categorize them as either new social movements or pressure groups. Then ask for a presentation on one social movement and one pressure group, with students taking notes on groups they haven’t themselves researched. 

Divide the class into groups to discuss how pressure groups differ from new social movements, the most effective methods they use, and how effective they each are in promoting their cause. Get students to feed in their own ideas on how they’d go about gaining media coverage and winning over public opinion.

Debriefing

Put on the board all the class’s ideas about the differences between pressure groups and NSMs, the range of methods used, and try to reach conclusions about how effective such groups are in challenging the distribution of power in contemporary societies. 

