Lesson Plan 4.2
Theoretical approaches to welfare

Aim

To introduce and develop students’ understanding by applying the social democratic (welfare model), the New Right (market liberal), Marxist and feminist approaches to welfare.

Preparation

None, but teachers might wish to fill out the details of all or some of the case studies below.

Activity

1. Students should individually read pages 220-223, and then complete the Activity on 223.
2. Divide the class into groups, and get each group to discuss and record what each of the social democratic, New Right, Marxist and feminist approaches to welfare might have to say about:

a) teenage lone parents

b) the young unemployed

c) the long-term sick

d) poor pensioners

e) drug addicts

f) former prisoners

g) the homeless

3. Plenary, with each group reporting back, with teacher writing up the main comments, and dealing with any differences in interpretation.

