A2 Chapter 6 Multiple Choice Questions

1. A sociologist would find it impossible to create a list of all deviant acts for which one of the following reasons? 
a) There is no act that is in itself always regarded as deviant (correct)
b) There are so many such acts that it would be unrealistic to attempt to create such a list 

c) Deviance involves too many individualistic psychological dimensions

d) The law varies between societies

2. Behaviour which is seen by most members of a society as deviant, as they share similar ideas about approved and unapproved behaviour, is known as which one of the following?
a) Structural deviance

b) Locational deviance

c) Societal deviance (correct)
d) Situational deviance

3. Which one of the following statements about deviance is correct?

a) Deviant behaviour is that which causes physical or mental harm
b) Deviance always has negative consequences and poses a threat to society.

c) Behaviour regarded as deviant in one society is nearly always regarded as deviant in most other societies

d) None of these statements is correct (correct)

4. A wave of public concern and anxiety about some exaggerated or imaginary deviant threat to society is known as:
a) social fear

b) sensitization

c) moral panic (correct)

d) folk devil

5.  The way the media may actually make worse or create the very deviance they condemn is known as:
a) news values

b) media amplification

c) labelling

d) deviancy amplification (correct) 

6.  Merton describes different types of response to a situation where there are widely agreed and socially approved social goals but not all individuals have the same opportunity of realizing these goals by approved means. Which of his types describes an acceptance of the goals but the use of unapproved means of achieving them? 
a) Conformity 

b) Innovation (correct)
c) Ritualism

d) Retreatism

e) Rebellion 

7.  Which one of the following is not a valid criticism of sub-cultural theories of crime and deviance?
a) They do not provide insights into working-class delinquency (correct)
b) They wrongly assume there is an initial value consensus from which people deviate

c) They are based on an unrepresentative sample of offenders

d) They assume young people are committed to delinquent values, and so can’t explain why most young people abandon delinquency as they grow older

8. Hirschi’s control theory suggests there are four social bonds that pull people away from crime and persuade them to conform. Which one of the following is not one of them?
a) Belief

b) Attachment

c) Coercion (correct)

d) Commitment

e) Involvement
9. Which one of the following theories based their analysis of crime and deviance in the framework of the preservation of power by the ruling class? 
a) Right realism 
b) Labelling theory

c) New criminology (correct)
d) Control theory
10. Hall argued the fear of crime was used in the 1970s to reassert the dominance of ruling class hegemony at a time when it was under threat. Which particular crime did Hall use as an example?
a) Household burglary
b) Street robbery (correct)

c) Drug abuse

d) Car theft

11. Which theory suggests that deviance is not a quality of the act a group or individual commits, but rather a consequence of the application by others of rules and sanctions and the process of interaction through which a group or individual becomes defined as deviant?

a) Conflict theory
b) Labelling theory (correct)
c) Consensus theory
d) Neo-Marxist theory
12. Which one of the following statements best describes the strengths of labelling theory?
a) It challenges the idea that deviants are different from ‘normal’ people

b) It shows the importance of the reactions of others in defining and creating deviance

c) It  reveals the importance of stereotyping in understanding deviance

d) It reveals the importance of those with power in defining acts and people as deviant
e) All of these statements are strengths of labelling theory (correct)

13. Which one of the following groups of ideas and concepts is most closely identified with Left Realism?
a) Hegemony, status frustration, societal reaction

b) Relative deprivation, hegemony, labelling

c) Societal reaction, marginalization, crisis of hegemony 

d) Relative deprivation, subculture, marginalization (correct)

14. Rational Choice theory, which suggests people choose to commit crime because they decide the benefits gained are greater than the potential costs, the opportunities for crime are available, and the risk is worth it, is most closely associated with:
a) labelling theory
b) left realism

c) right realism (correct)

d) strain theory
15. Which one of the following policies for crime reduction is mainly supported by the ‘broken windows’ thesis?
a) Zero tolerance policing (correct)

b) Tougher sentencing

c) Investment in poor communities

d) Target hardening
16. Heidensohn suggested three of the following reasons for the invisibility of females in traditional sociological research into crime and deviance. Which one is the exception?

a) Females are generally law abiding and rarely commit crime (correct)

b) Academics and researchers in the sociology of crime and deviance were predominantly men

c) Male sociologists had a romanticized preoccupation with macho working-class deviance, and thought by studying it they might attach to themselves some of the alleged glamour, and increase their ‘street cred’

d) There is less to study due to the relatively low level of female crime, and the less detectable offences women tend to commit
17. With which one of the following statements about crime would postmodernists be most likely to disagree?

a) Crime should be re-defined as social harm, embracing all threats and risks to people pursuing increasingly diverse lifestyles and identities

b) The social causes of crime are undiscoverable

c) Each crime is a unique event motivated by an infinite number of individual causes, including intangible emotional reasons
d) Crime has its causes in the social structure as the criminal deviates from society’s core values for some reason (correct)
18. Edgework as an explanation for crime and deviance refers to:
a) the search for pleasure and the ‘buzz’ derived from the thrills of risk-taking (correct)

b) anger and frustration created through being marginalized on the edges of society
c) the search for success by those who work to remove themselves from the edge of society

d) those on the edge of their peer group working to achieve peer group status
19. Matza suggests delinquents show some commitment to mainstream values by:
a) strategies of blame avoidance
b) techniques of neutralization (correct)

c) responsibility denial
d) focal concerns
20. One of the following statements is not true. Which one?
a) By their 40th birthday, about 1 in 3 males have a conviction of some kind, compared to less than 1 in 10 females

b) Men are responsible for about four known offences for every one committed by women

c) Men are more likely to be repeat offenders and commit more serious offences than women

d) Women are more likely than men to be convicted for criminal damage (correct)

e) Women are less likely than men to be convicted of violence against the person
21. A dominant male gender identity that defines what it means to be a ‘real man’, and which may encourage some men to turn to crime, is called by Connell which one of the following?
a) Dominant masculinity

b) Stereotyped masculinity

c) Hegemonic masculinity (correct) 

d) Assertive masculinity
22.  Doctors who falsify prescriptions and patient records to claim more from the NHS than that to which they are entitled is an example of which one of the following?

a) Organized crime 

b) Corporate crime 

c) Victimless crime 

d) White-collar crime (correct)
23. Which one of the following explanations is the least likely to explain the links between ethnicity and offending?
a) Some groups are more likely than others to experience marginality and relative deprivation

b) Some groups are more likely than others to have a biological or psychological predisposition to law breaking (correct)

c) Some groups are more likely than others to experience poverty and social exclusion

d) Some groups are more likely than others to experience labelling, stereotyping and racism in the criminal justice system

24. The theory that if people associate with others who more commonly support crime over conformity then they are more likely to commit crime themselves is known as:
a) cultural transmission
b) differential association (correct)

c) neighbourhood reproduction

d) zonal transition

25. What is the most common reason people give for not reporting a crime to the police? 

a) Fear of reprisal

b) Dislike or fear of the police

c) Too trivial for the police/police couldn’t do anything (correct)

d) Best dealt with privately/ourselves 

26. Which one of the following is an example of global crime?

a) Human rights violations

b) Corrupt and criminal policing

c) War crimes

d) Illegal drug trade (correct)

27. Which one of the following groups is least likely to be a victim of crime?
a) Young white working-class males

b) Members of minority ethnic groups
c) Older middle-class people (correct)

d) Older working-class people

28. Which of these is not an example of target hardening?
a) Anti-Social Behaviour Orders (ASBOs) (correct)

b) Post-coding goods
c) Use of anti-climb paint
d) CCTV
e) Premises and car alarms
29. Durkheim believed the suicide rate would rise or fall in any society depending on the balance of which one of the following pairs of forces?
a) Social regulation and moral cohesion

b) Social integration and moral regulation (correct)

c) Egoism and fatalism

d) Altruism and anomie

30. Which one of the following is not a fair criticism of self-report studies?
a) Offenders may exaggerate, understate or lie about the number of crimes they’ve committed

b) Offenders may not own up to more serious offences, and such surveys tend to over-emphasize more minor or trivial offences

c) They fail to provide information on offenders not reported to or caught by the police, and offences not recorded by them (correct)

d) Persistent, prolific and serious offenders are the least likely to participate in such surveys










































