Lesson Plan 6.2
Introducing underachievement

Aim 

To introduce the idea of underachievement in education and get students thinking about the possible reasons for this.

Activity

1. The teacher should introduce and explain the concepts of meritocracy and underachievement along the lines suggested on pages 355-6 of the textbook, and which social groups (working class, some minority ethnic groups and boys) tend to underachieve.

2. Get class to brainstorm, either as a whole class or in smaller groups, all the possible reasons they can think of to explain these patterns of underachievement.  These reasons should be divided into two lists:

· factors inside the school

· factors outside the school

The teacher prompts might include material and cultural factors in the home and the wider community background of students, differences in intelligence, racism, factors inside schools like whether the school has adequate buildings and resources, whether teachers are any good, discipline etc.

Debriefing

The teacher should try to divide up explanations into material (e.g. poverty, poor housing, diet, illness) cultural (e.g. parents’ attitudes, lack of support, cultural deprivation) interactionist (e.g. teacher attitudes, labelling) and other reasons (e.g. IQ, lack of resources in some schools, useless teachers, drug abuse) in four columns on the board, as suggested in the table below. There could then be a teacher-led discussion on which are the most significant factors and whether the explanations might or might not apply to all social groups (e.g. factors explaining working-class underachievement might not be relevant to explaining boys underachievement). 
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Follow-up work could include the worksheet on Social Class and Educational Achievement. 







