
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Handout 6.1: Scenarios 

Crime and Deviance 

1. Female 35. Justice of the Peace. Car in high speed collision with motorway bridge. Weather 

good. No other cars involved. Car apparently in good mechanical order. Death happened 

on evening after being dismissed from her job for fraud, and having been told she would be 

prosecuted. 

 

2. Male 18. Drowned after setting to sea in small boat stolen from its moorings. Sea calm and 

boat found floating uncapsized. Postmortem showed he had drunk equivalent of 4 pints of 

beer. Had recently learned that his A-level results were too low to admit him to medical 

school. Father and older brother are doctors. 

 

3. Male 27. Mental patient. Died after swallowing small pieces of broken glass over a period of 

weeks. Had long history of swallowing objects. 

 

4. Male, 63. Farmer. Died by hanging. Was given to melodramatic gestures; suicide notes and 

threats to kill himself with noose hanging in barn. Strangulation occurred after manger on 

which he had been standing collapsed. Death followed series of family rows over farm 

management. Left suicide note. 

 

5. Female 58. Long history of depressive illness and alcoholism. Inmate of hostel for mentally 

ill. Had recently ended love affair with another inmate and had declared intention to kill 

herself. Had disappeared from the hostel and returned very drunk. Died from overdose of 

sleeping tablets. It was established that the tablets had been hoarded by her lover for whom 

they had been prescribed. 

 

 

 

 


