Lesson Plan 5.2

Science

Aim
To introduce the conception of science, whether it is a superior form of knowledge and whether scientific methods can be used to study society.
Preparation: None

Activity
 1. Teacher-led brainstorming session on science. What is it – method or body of knowledge, etc.? What makes science a more superior/valid/better form of knowledge than common sense, religion or ideology? How can we know whether scientific ideas are true or not? What are the qualities of good scientific research? What are the scientific methods used to study the natural world? Can these methods be applied to the study of society? Why? Why not? What makes doing sociology similar to or different from doing natural sciences. 
The teacher might list ideas arising on the whiteboard in two lists under headings of positivism (e.g. objectivity, detachment, experimentation, empirical evidence, etc.) and interpretivism (e.g. unpredictability of human behaviour, meanings, feelings, human values and beliefs, Hawthorne effect, etc.), though without putting these headings up. Try to draw out differences and similarities between doing natural and social science.
 2. Divide students into two groups to facilitate discussion. One group to list all the ways methods used in natural science can be used to study society; other group to list all the ways it can’t. Both groups should use specific examples to illustrate their points.
3. Students report back.

Debriefing

Introduce the idea that there are differences between sociologists as to whether natural scientific methods can be used to study society, and introduce ideas of positivism and interpretivism in sociology.
