


Matching Exercise – Answers 





Stratification and Differentiation





Match the terms below with the most appropriate description





income�
A flow of money which people obtain from work, from their investments or from the state�
�
reserve army of labour�
A group of people not normally in the paid workforce who can be called on in time of need�
�
elite�
A small group holding great power and privilege in society


�
�
underclass�
A social group right at the bottom of the social class hierarchy, who are in some ways cut off or excluded from the rest of society�
�
meritocracy�
A social system in which social positions are achieved on the basis of individual merit, such as educational qualifications, talent or skill�
�
closed society�
A society in which there is very little social mobility


�
�
ethnocentrism�
A view of the world in which other cultures are seen through the eyes of one’s own culture, with a devaluing of the others�
�
class consciousness�
An awareness in members of a social class of their real interests


�
�
status�
Either a position in society associated with certain roles and/or duties, or more commonly the amount of prestige or social importance a person or group has in the eyes of other members of a group or society�
�
social mobility	�
Movement of groups or individuals up or down the social hierarchy 


�
�
life chances�
The chances of obtaining those things defined as desirable and of avoiding those things defined as undesirable in a society�
�
social construction�
The idea that certain states or conditions only exist because they are created through the individual, social and cultural interpretations, perceptions and actions of people in society�
�
embourgeoisement�
The idea that the working class were becoming more like the middle class 


�
�
proletarianization�
The process whereby other groups take on the attributes/characteristics of the working class�
�
deskilling�
The removal of skills and knowledge from work by the application of new technology which simplifies tasks�
�
social exclusion�
The situation of being marginalized or excluded from full participation in education, work, community life and access to services and other aspects of life seen as part of being a full and participating member of mainstream society�
�
malestream�
The type of sociology that concentrates on men, is mostly carried out by men and then assumes that the findings can be applied to women as well�
�
inverse care law�
Those whose need is least get the most resources, while those in greatest need get the fewest resources�
�



class consciousness		closed society		deskilling		elite	





embourgeoisement		ethnocentrism		income			inverse care law	





life chances 			meritocracy 		malestream		proletarianization	





reserve army of labour 	social construction 	social exclusion	social mobility	





status				underclass	 
















































































