Beliefs in Society

Matching Exercise

Match each item below with the most appropriate description

Where there are a variety of different religions, different groups within a religious
faith, and a range of beliefs of all kinds

A sense of lacking something compared to the group with which people identify and
compare themselves

A sacred object representing and having symbolic significance and importance for a
group

A religious explanation and justification for social inequality and social deprivation

The loss of the capacity to experience a sense of sacredness and mystery in life

All-embracing theories of how the world and societies operate

The renewed vitality of religious beliefs

A period involving a rational outlook on social issues, with an emphasis on science as a
basis for understanding

A return to the literal meaning of religious texts

Understandings based on religion, magic and superstition displaced by scientific
argument and evidence

A set of ideas and values giving people some focus, order and meaning in life

The shared beliefs and values binding communities together

The process whereby religious thinking, practice and institutions lose social significance

The belief that supernatural or other extra-worldly forces will completely destroy
existing society and create a new and perfect world order

Maintains, or seeks to restore, traditional beliefs and customs

collective conscience conservative force desacrilization disenchantment

fundamentalism metanarratives millenarianism modernity

relative deprivation religious pluralism resacrilization secularization

theodicy of disprivilege universe of meaning




