Lesson Plan 5.1
Divorce

Aim

To introduce the social causes of the increase in the number of divorces in England and Wales

Preparatory work

The table below (a downloadable copy is included in the zip folder) should be copied for distribution to the students. The class may be divided into groups to discuss the issues and each group should keep notes of their discussions and conclusions.
Activity

1. Ask the students to brainstorm, either in their groups or as a whole class, every conceivable reason which might cause a marriage to end in divorce and why the number of divorces in Britain has risen dramatically since the 19th century. These could be recorded by the teacher on the white board or by students in their groups. 

2. Distribute the table of divorce statistics and select four periods which show large differences (e.g. 1891-1895 and 1896-1900, and 1966-1970 and 1971-1975). 

a) Ask the students to go through their list of reasons for divorce and cross off those reasons that might apply equally to (say) 1896-1900 and 1966-1970, and therefore cannot explain the increase.

b) Then get the students to repeat the exercise above, crossing off those reasons that might apply equally to (say) 1966-1970 and 1971-1975 and therefore cannot explain the increase (this should eliminate population growth type explanations).

c) Ask the students to suggest possible explanations for the increase in the number of divorces between the periods in each pair (e.g. the increase between 1891-1895 and 1896-1900, and 1966-1970 and 1971-75 (this should eliminate population growth type explanations)

d) Refer students to page 296 of the textbook, and ask them to examine the table of divorce statistics and to identify where increases in divorce might be explained by changes in the law making divorce easier.

e) Ask the students to produce a final list of possible explanations for the increase in the number of divorces since the nineteenth century.

Debriefing

The teacher will need to lead a plenary discussion pulling together a range of social explanations for the increase in the number of divorces based on the work of the students. Follow up work/homework could involve reading pages 292-99 and either getting students to make their own brief notes on Figure 5.4 or giving this out as a test exercise to make sure they’ve done the reading – get students to write a short paragraph on each point, without reference to the book, showing how these points explain the increase in the divorce rate. 

Divorces granted in England and Wales 1861-2007
	Years
	Total Number

of Divorces
	Years
	Total Number

of Divorces

	1861-1865
	800
	1951-1955
	147,858

	1866-1870
	571
	1956-1960
	120,858

	1871-1875
	902
	1961-1965
	159,034

	1876-1880
	1,385
	1966-1970
	237,503

	1881-1885
	1,678
	1971-1975
	533,487

	1886-1890
	1,767
	1976-1980
	686,421

	1891-1895
	1,859
	1981-1985
	744,691

	1896-1900
	2,450
	1986-1990
	761,801

	1901-1905
	2,816
	1991-1995
	797,822

	1906-1910
	3,118
	1996-2000
	734,701

	1911-1915
	3,280
	2001-2005
	740,192

	1916-1920
	7,548
	2000
	141,135

	1921-1925
	13,668
	2001
	143,818

	1926-1930
	16,789
	2002
	147,735

	1931-1935
	20,056
	2003
	153,490

	1936-1940
	30,903
	2004
	153,399

	1941-1945
	51,944
	2005
	141,750

	1946-1950
	199,507
	2006
	132,562

	
	
	2007
	128,232


 Source: Office for National Statistics

