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The Language Library was created in 1952 by Eric Partridge, the great etymo-
logist and lexicographer, who from 1966 to 1976 was assisted by his co-editor
Simeon Potter. Together they commissioned volumes on the traditional themes
of language study, with particular emphasis on the history of the English lan-
guage and on the individual linguistic styles of major English authors. In 1977
David Crystal took over as editor, and The Language Library now includes titles
in many areas of linguistic enquiry.
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