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not been fully explored? Can one area provide an insight into another when 
used in teaching or research?   

 
3) State of the field - Can you offer a fresh perspective on developments in 
your field? Perhaps there are arguments or fads drawing attention away from 
what you think are the critical points? Perhaps the field is stagnating? Are 
students and teachers flocking to or fleeing from your field? Is your area well 
and fairly covered in the media? Are there resources or archives that are new 
or underused and are worthy of attention? Has the field been affected by or is 
it impacting on current affairs? 
 
 

Length and Scope 
 
Your Section Editor will inform you of the length of your article.  It should 
provide a critical overview of a key argument or controversy, a new approach 
or area of research, or a recent development or publication(s). Articles should 
be aimed at academic non-specialists rather than practitioners of the field on 
which you are writing. 
  
If subsequently you feel that the length needs to be modified, please contact 
your Section Editor to discuss it. 
 
 

Abstract 
 
Please provide a short abstract (about 50-100 words) which should give the 
reader an idea of what your article will be about before they see the main 
text.  
 
Optimising Your Title and Abstract 
 
By optimizing your title and abstract, you will increase the chance of someone 
finding it. This in turn will make it more likely to be viewed and/or cited in 
another work. In order to optimise your abstract, we recommend you 

• Ensure the key phrases for your article’s topic appear in the title and 
abstract e.g. ‘postcolonial literature.’ 

• Use the same key phrases, if possible, in the title and abstract. Note of 
caution: unnecessary repetition will result in the page being rejected 
by search engines so don't overdo it.  

Remember: 

• People tend to search for specifics, not just one word - e.g. “women's 
fiction” not "fiction". So use key phrases rather than individual words 
in your article title and abstract. 

• Key phrases need to make sense within the title and abstract and flow 
well. 

• It is best to focus on a maximum of three or four different keyword 
phrases in an abstract rather than try to get across too many points.  
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Finally, always check that the abstract reads well - remember the primary 
audience is still the researcher, not a search engine, so write for readers not 
robots. 
 
 
  

Style Guidelines 
 
Harvard Style should be used for inline citations and the List of references. 
Examples can be found towards the end of these guidelines. 
 
 

Endnotes and footnotes 
 

Religion Compass can accommodate endnotes, but it is preferable that 
specific arguments are amplified at an appropriate place in the text where 
possible. Endnotes may be used sequentially throughout the text in the 
format 1, 2, 3 rather than i, ii, iii. 

 
 

Illustrations 
 
Authors may include as many illustrations as they wish.  
 
Authors are responsible for obtaining permissions and paying any related fees 
for any illustration they wish to include. Please confirm with the Religion 
Compass Assistant that the image can be included before paying any such 
fees. 
 
The figure should be submitted in either JPEG or GIF format.  The image 
dimensions should be no more than 480 pixels wide and 720 pixels high and a 
dpi of 120 is recommended. 
 
 

Submitting the Article 
 
Your article must be submitted via Manuscript Central at: 
http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/reco. Manuscript Central is our online 
submission and editorial interface.  
 
If you have already been sent a User ID (in a reminder or confirmation 
email), there will already be an account registered for you. In order to 
retrieve the password for this account, simply use the Password Help box on 
the main Login page. Once you are logged in, the Main Menu will be 
displayed.  Please click on the Author Center, and then the "Invited 
Manuscripts" link. You can click on the "Continue Submission" button to begin 
manuscript submission. 
 
If the system has no account registered for you, you can simply click on 
‘Create Account’ in the top right to register. If you are in any doubt, please 
contact RECOeditorial@oxon.blackwellpublishing.com.  
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Please submit, in Microsoft Word (.doc) format:  
 

1. An anonymous version of your article, incorporating the title, abstract, 
full text, Works Cited list, any figures, tables or captions. Please do not 
include references to yourself as the author of the paper.  

2. A separate title page (inc. your name, article title and affiliation).  
3. A short biography document (see below for details)  

 
Please note: If you do not use Microsoft Word, files in .rtf and plain text 
formats can also be accepted. If your article contains any special characters, 
it is advisable to submit a supplementary PDF version of your paper, for 
cross-checking. www.zamzar.com provide free file conversion, including PDF 
to Word 

 
Short Biography  

 
Please also submit a separate document containing a short biographical 
paragraph about yourself. You should include a few sentences about each of 
the following: educational history, recent professional/teaching history, 
research interests and some information about recent or forthcoming 
publications. Here is an example of a well-written biography: 
 

John Doris' research is located at the intersection of psychology, cognitive 
science, and philosophical ethics; he has authored or co-authored papers in 
these areas for Noûs, Bioethics, Cognition,  Philosophy and Phenomenological 
Research, The Encyclopedia of Cognitive Science , The Encyclopedia of Ethics, 
and the Oxford Handbook of Contemporary Philosophy.  His book Lack of 
Character (Cambridge 2002) argues that reflection on experimental social 
psychology problematizes familiar philosophical and “folk” conceptions of 
moral character.  Current research involves both theoretical and empirical 
research on moral responsibility, evaluative diversity, rationality, and the self.  
He has held fellowships from Michigan's Institute for the Humanities, 
Princeton's University Center for Human Values, and the National Endowment 
for the Humanities. Before coming to Washington University in St, Louis, 
where he presently teaches, Doris taught at the University of Michigan and the 
University of California, Santa Cruz. He holds a BA in Philosophy from Cornell 
University and a PhD in Philosophy from the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. 

 
 

Exclusive Licence Form (ELF) 
 
Before the article is published on Religion Compass your Exclusive Licence 
Form should be signed and returned by post. The form is at the end of this 
document. Authors can reuse their article elsewhere, provided they obtain 
permission and give a full acknowledgement. 
 
NOTE: Your article cannot be published until we receive your signed 
Exclusive Licence Form! 
 
The signed ELF should be sent by post to: 
 

Compass Administration Assistant 
Wiley-Blackwell Publishing Ltd 
9600 Garsington Rd 
Oxford, OX4 2DQ 
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United Kingdom 
 

Peer Review 
 
Your article will be anonymously peer reviewed by a scholar chosen by the 
Section Editor.  
 
The editor will send you the reviewers’ reports or comments for your 
consideration. Once you have made any additional changes the article should 
be returned to the editor. No more alterations will be permitted after this 
stage. 
 

Proofs 
 
You will be sent an email (where possible) containing a PDF version of your 
article. At this stage you should correct typesetter errors only. 
 
If you need to make extensive corrections to the proof then please print out 
the PDF file and mark them in black or blue ink. The corrected proofs should 
then be sent by post to the proofreader.  
 
If there are only a few changes then you may wish to email the details of 
them to the proofreader. Please provide full details of the corrections that you 
would like to see made. 

Gratis Books for Prompt Delivery! 
 
Authors who are able to deliver within the deadline agreed for their article will 
be entitled to free Blackwell books to the value of $50/£30. The author can 
browse titles online (www.blackwellpublishing.com) and should then email the 
details of their chosen book to Liam Cooper 
(liam.cooper@oxon.blackwellpublishing.com). 
  

Access to Religion Compass 
 
Once your article has been published on Religion Compass you will be given 
free personal access to the site for 1 year. 
 

Offprints 
 
You will be sent a PDF version of your article via email, which you are free to 
distribute to your colleagues and students as you wish, as long as it is for 
standard, recognised academic purposes.  Selling copies of the article is not 
permitted. 
 
 

Presentation on the site 
 

Your article will be copy-edited and typeset like a print journal. Religion 
Compass users will see an HTML version of the article on the screen, with the 
option to download a PDF version.  Users will be able to cite your article in 
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their publications, email details of the article to their colleagues, or use it in 
their class reading lists.
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Religion Compass Harvard Style 
 

Copyright law requires that you acknowledge the use of the ideas of others. 
You must include both a list of references cited and in-text references, 
given at the end. 
 

List of references 

At the end of your essay, place a list of the references you have cited in the 
text. Arrange this alphabetically (in order of authors' surnames), and 
chronologically for each author, where more than one work by that author is 
cited. The author's surname is placed first, followed by initials or first name, 
and then the year of publication is given. If the list contains more than one 
item published by the same author in the same year, add lower case letters 
immediately after the year to distinguish them. For example "1983a". See the 
following examples. 

Book, 1 author 

Rabin, C, 1954, The Zadokite Documents, Clarendon Press, Oxford. 

Book, more than 1 author 

Abegg, M Jr, Flint, P & Ulrich, E 1999, The Dead Sea Scrolls Bible: The Oldest 

Known Bible, Harper San Francisco, San Francisco. 

Journal article 

Baumgarten, JM 1980, ‘The Pharisaic-Sadducean Controversies about Purity 

and the Qumran Texts’, Journal of Jewish Studies, vol. 31, no.2, pp. 157-

70. 

2 or more books in one year by same author 

(In alphabetical order by title) 

King, P 1984a, Power in Australia, UQP, St. Lucia. 

______1984b, Solar power, Macmillan, Melbourne. 

2 or more articles/chapters in one year by same author 

(In alphabetical order by title) 

  



Duhaime, J 2000a, ‘Determinism’, in LH Schiffman and JC VanderKam (eds.), 

Encyclopedia of the Dead Sea Scrolls, vol. 1, Oxford University Press, Oxford.  

______2000b, ‘Dualism’ in LH Schiffman and JC VanderKam (eds.), 

Encyclopedia of the Dead Sea Scrolls, vol. 1, Oxford University Press, Oxford.  

In-text citations 

When you use another's ideas you should immediately acknowledge your 
sources in the text. Every quotation should be accompanied by a reference to 
its source (e.g. Author 2005). If you are referring to the general theme of the 
book, page numbers are unnecessary. Where you are quoting or referring to 
figures or data, page numbers must be included. Examples:- 

Short quotations (less than 30 words) “should run on within the normal 
sentence structure” (Smith 2005). Use quotation marks to distinguish the 
quote, and, if appropriate, precede by a comma (for shorter quotations) or a 
colon (for longer quotations).  

Long quotations (more than 30 words) should be displayed like so: 

When you are making a quotation longer than 30 words, it should be set 
smaller than normal text type and indented by the normal paragraph indent, 
with no extra space above or below. (Author 2005) 

Other examples… 

o Jones (1988, p. 223) found that specific references were made… 
o Carlson (1981) obtained results which... 
o A recent study (Bloggs 1990) found that… 

Should you need to include volume, issue or page numbers: 

(Jones 2005, vol. 2, p. 23) 
(Jones 2005, vol. 2, p. 23; vol. 3, pp. 20-41) 
(Jones 2005, sec. 2) 
(Jones 2005, eq. 3) 

Two or three authors 

o (Smith & Jones 2006) 
o Smith and Jones (2006) theorized that... 
o (Smith, Jones & Anderson 2005) 
o Smith, Jones and Anderson (2005) found... 

Note: The ampersand is used when the authors' names are in brackets. 

More than three authors 

  



Use the first author only followed by 'et al.' For example, a work by Smith, 
Jones, Anderson and Bloggs becomes: 

o Smith et al. (2006) discussed library search methods… 
o A range of search methods (Smith et al. 2006) were discussed. 

Unpublished works 

(Crowley, unpub.) 
Crowley (unpub.) argues that... 

Citations from secondary sources 

Brown (cited in Smith 1995) reported ... 
(Brown, cited in Smith 1995) 

The Bible 

Psalm 23:6-8 

 

  



      Religion Compass: Exclusive Licence Form 
 

 
Author’s name: …………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………….. 
 
Author’s address: ……….………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Title of article (“Article”): ............................................................................................................................................... 
 
..................................................................................................................................................................................... 
 
Manuscript no. (if known): ………..……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Names of all authors in the order in which they appear in the Article: ……..………….….……………………………….. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………..………….………………..…………….. 
 
In order for your Article to be distributed as widely as possible in Religion Compass (the Journal) you grant Blackwell 
Publishing Ltd  (Blackwell Publishing) an exclusive licence to publish the above Article including the abstract in printed and 
electronic form, in all languages, and to administer subsidiary rights agreements with third parties for the full period of copyright 
and all renewals, extensions, revisions and revivals. The Article is deemed to include all material submitted for publication with 
the exception of Letters, and includes the text, figures, tables, author contact details and all supplementary material 
accompanying the Article. 
 
Please read this form carefully, sign at the bottom (if your employer owns copyright in your work, arrange for your employer to 
sign where marked), and return the ORIGINAL to the address below as quickly as possible. As author, you remain the copyright 
owner of the Article, unless copyright is owned by your employer. (US Federal Government authors please note: your Article is 
in the public domain.) 
 
Your Article will not be published unless an Exclusive Licence Form has been signed and received by Blackwell 
Publishing.  
 
Please note: You retain the following rights to re-use the Article, as long as you do not sell or reproduce the Article or any part 
of it for commercial purposes (i.e. for monetary gain on your own account or on that of a third party, or for indirect financial gain 
by a commercial entity). These rights apply without needing to seek permission from Blackwell Publishing. 
 
• Prior to acceptance: We ask that as part of the publishing process you acknowledge that the Article has been submitted to 

the Journal. You will not prejudice acceptance if you use the unpublished Article, in form and content as submitted for 
publication in the Journal, in the following ways: 

o sharing print or electronic copies of the Article with colleagues; 
o posting an electronic version of the Article on your own personal website, on your employer’s 

website/repository and on free public servers in your subject area.  
• After acceptance: Provided that you give appropriate acknowledgement to the Journal,  and Blackwell Publishing, and full 

bibliographic reference for the Article when it is published, you may use the accepted version of the Article as originally 
submitted for publication in the Journal, and updated to include any amendments made after peer review, in the following 
ways: 

o you may share print or electronic copies of the Article with colleagues; 
o you may use all or part of the Article and abstract, without revision or modification, in personal compilations or 

other publications of your own work; 
o you may use the Article within your employer’s institution or company for educational or research purposes, 

including use in course packs; 
o 12 months after publication you may post an electronic version of the Article on your own personal website, on 

your employer’s website/repository and on free public servers in your subject area. Electronic versions of the 
accepted Article must include a link to the published version of the Article together with the following text: ‘The 
definitive version is available at www.blackwell-synergy.com’. 

 
Please note that you are not permitted to post the Blackwell Publishing PDF version of the Article online. 
 
All requests by third parties to re-use the Article in whole or in part will be handled by Blackwell Publishing. Any permission 
fees will be retained by the Journal. All requests to adapt substantial parts of the Article in another publication (including 
publication by Blackwell Publishing) will be subject to your approval (which is deemed to be given if we have not heard from 
you within 4 weeks of your approval being sought by us writing to you at your last notified address). Please address any queries 
to journalsrights@oxon.blackwellpublishing.com. 
 
In signing this Agreement:  
 
1. You hereby warrant that this Article is an original work, has not been published before and is not being considered for 

publication elsewhere in its final form either in printed or electronic form;  
2. You hereby warrant that you have obtained permission from the copyright holder to reproduce in the Article (in all media 

including print and electronic form) material not owned by you, and that you have acknowledged the source; 
3. You hereby warrant that this Article contains no violation of any existing copyright or other third party right or any material 

of an obscene, indecent, libellous or otherwise unlawful nature and that to the best of your knowledge this Article does not 
infringe the rights of others; 

4. You hereby warrant that in the case of a multi-authored Article you have obtained, in writing, authorization to enter into 
this Agreement on their behalf and that all co-authors have read and agreed the terms of this Agreement; 

5. You warrant that any formula or dosage given is accurate and will not if properly followed injure any person; 
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6. You will indemnify and keep indemnified the Editors and Blackwell Publishing against all claims and expenses (including 
legal costs and expenses) arising from any breach of this warranty and the other warranties on your behalf in this 
Agreement. 

 
By signing this Agreement you agree that Blackwell Publishing may arrange for the Article to be: 
 
• Published in the above Journal, and sold or distributed, on its own, or with other related material; 
• Published in multi-contributor book form or other edited compilations by Blackwell Publishing; 
• Reproduced and/or distributed (including the abstract) throughout the world in printed, electronic or any other medium 

whether now known or hereafter devised, in all languages, and to authorize third parties (including Reproduction Rights 
Organizations) to do the same; 

• You agree to Blackwell Publishing using any images from the Article on the cover of the Journal, and in any marketing 
material. 

 
You authorize Blackwell Publishing to act on your behalf to defend the copyright in the Article if anyone should infringe it, 
although there is no obligation on Blackwell Publishing to act in this way. 

 
As the Author, copyright in the Article remains in your name (or your employer’s name if your employer owns copyright in your 
work). 
 
Blackwell Publishing undertakes that every copy of the Article published by Blackwell Publishing will include the full 
bibliographic reference for your Article, together with the copyright statement.    

 
  BOX A: to be completed if copyright belongs to you  

 
  BOX B: to be completed if copyright belongs to your employer (e.g. HMSO, CSIRO) 

The copyright holder grants Blackwell Publishing an exclusive licence to publish the Article including the abstract in 
printed and electronic form, in all languages, and to administer subsidiary rights agreements with third parties for the 
full period of copyright and all renewals, extensions, revisions and revivals. 
 
Print Name of Copyright holder: ………………………………………………………………………………… 
This will be printed on the copyright line on each page of the Article. It is your responsibility to provide the correct 
information of the copyright holder. 
 

  BOX C: to be completed if the Article is in the public domain (e.g. US Federal Government employees) 
You certify that the Article is in the public domain.  No licence to publish is therefore necessary. 

 
Signature (on behalf of all co-authors (if any))  Print name: ……………………………………………….. 
 
………………………………………………………………… Date: ……………………………………………………….. 
 
If your employer claims copyright in your work, this form must also be signed below by a person authorized to sign for 
and on behalf of your employer, as confirmation that your employer accepts the terms of this licence. 
 
Signature (on behalf of the employer of the author (s)) Print name:……………………………..………………….. 
 

Print name of employer: ………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………… Date: ............................................................................. 
 
The rights conveyed in this licence will only apply upon acceptance of your Article for publication. 
 

Data Protection: The Publisher may store your name and contact details in electronic format in order to correspond 
with you about the publication of your Article in the Journal.  We would like to contact you from time to time with 
information about new Blackwell publications and services in your subject area.  (For European contributors, this may 
involve transfer of your personal data outside the European Economic Area.)  Please check the following boxes if you 
are happy to be contacted in this way: 

 

 (conventional mailing)     (via e-mail) 
 
Please return the signed form to:  
(a fax to (0)1865 471223 is acceptable, but the original must follow within 7 days) 
 
Kirsten Claiden-Yardley, Compass Administration Assistant, Blackwell Publishing, 9600 Garsington Road, Oxford, 
OX4 2DQ, UK 
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