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Author Guidelines
The Editors welcome scholarly papers on all aspects of older people nursing,
including policy, management, education and research related to practice. All
manuscripts are double blind refereed. Submission should be exclusively to the
International Journal of Older People Nursing and authors will be expected to
conform to the normal ethical aspects of investigation and copyright. Accepted,
papers will become the copyright of the Journal.

Authors will be asked to provide both disk and hard copies of the submitted and
final accepted manuscript.

The Editors will decide on the time of publication and retain the right to modify
the style of a contribution; major changes will be agreed with the author(s)
before production of proofs. All submissions (including original manuscripts;
books for review; news about nursing research; course developments and
manuscripts) should be sent to:
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Presentation of Manuscripts
Three copies of the manuscript, tables and figures should be submitted. Papers
should be between 3000 and 5000 words in length, typed on one side only of A4
paper or international equivalent using double spacing and a wide margin on each
side of the text. The numbers of words used, excluding abstract and references,
should be specified. Details of sources of research funding, other support, and
acknowledgements should be included. Contributions to the manuscript should
be indicated, by initials, at the end including study design, data collection and
analysis and manuscript preparation.

The top sheet should display the manuscript title, and a shortened version,
authors’ names, professional and academic qualifications, positions and places of
work and the address to which all correspondence and proofs should be
addressed. Email addresses should also be given wherever possible and fax and
telephone numbers should include international dialling codes.

Figures, illustrations, legends, tables, references and acknowledgements should be
prepared on separate sheets. Their appropriate insertion points should be
indicated in the text margin in handwriting.

Approval for reproduction/modification of any material (including figures and
tables) published elsewhere should be obtained form authors/copyright holders
before submission of the manuscript. Contributors are responsible for any
copyright fee involved.

The text should be preceded by a structured abstract not exceeding 300 words
using the following headings, where possible: Background;Aims and Objectives;
Design; Methods; Results; Conclusions; Relevance to Clinical Practice. The
abstract should accurately reflect the content of the paper. The summary should
not include references or abbreviations.

The summary should be followed by up to 6 keywords which accurately identify
the paper’s subject, purpose and focus.

Critical reviews of literature on any area of research relevant to Older People
Nursing are invited. Submissions should not exceed 5000 words and should be
structured as: Introduction;Aims; Objectives and Methods; Results; Discussion;
Conclusion. The methods should describe the search strategy in terms of
databases, search terms and data parameters. Inclusion and exclusion criteria for
papers should be clearly described and the conclusions should make the
relevance to clinical practice clear. A structured abstract, not exceeding 300
words, should be provided under the headings: Background stating what is
already known about this topic;Aims and Objectives; Conclusions stating what
this study adds to the topics; Relevance to Clinical Practice.

Headings within the text should conform to the following convention: upper case
for main headings, lower case for major sub-headings, italics for subsidiary sub-
headings. Spelling should conform with that used in The Concise Oxford
Dictionary and abbreviations with those in Units, Symbols and Abbreviations
(1994) published by the Royal Society of Medicine Press, 1 Wimpole Street,
London W1M 8AE.

Abbreviations should be used sparingly and only if a lengthy name or expression
is repeated throughout the manuscript. When used, the abbreviated name or
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expression should be cited in full at first usage, followed by the accepted
abbreviation in parentheses. Quotations included appropriately within the body
of the text should be marked by single inverted commas. Longer, or self-
contained quotations should be preceded and followed by a double space; neither
single inverted commas nor italics should then be used. Statistical methods used
should be defined and, where appropriate, supported by references.
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people in health care settings. Journal of Advanced Nursing 20, 596-604. When a
book is cited, the title should be stated, followed by the publisher and town,
county/state (and country if necessary) of publication. Example:Wilson G (2000)
Understanding Old Age. Sage Publications, London. Where the reference relates to
a chapter in an edited book, details of author and editors should be given as well
as publisher, place of publication, and the first and last page numbers. Example:
Bytheway B. (1997) Talking about old age: The Theoretical Basis of Social Gerontology:
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must accompany the final accepted manuscript.

The reference list should be prepared on a separate sheet and be in alphabetical
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Illustrations
On final submission of an accepted manuscript. Always enclose reproduction-quality
hard copies of your figures and label with the figure number. Computer-
generated artwork should be saved in EPS or TIFF format, ensuing that the
appropriate resolution is used. Our electronic artwork information pages at
http://www.blackwell-science.com/elecmed/digill.htm contain full details and 
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