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Instructions for MicroCommentary Authors

AIMS

MicroCommentary articles aim to bring the details of one or more research or review papers
published in Molecular Microbiology to as broad a readership as possible. MicroCommentary
authors are selected for their specialist knowledge of the subject covered by the paper. Lengthy
historical introductions should be avoided, whereas the importance of the subject and the
novelty of recent developments should be stressed. Authors should provide additional
background information and tell the reader how the new information in the paper adds to this
background and why the paper will have a major impact on future developments in the field.
Authors of MicroCommentaries may wish to give alternative viewpoints as long as they re-
enforce, rather than criticise the paper being covered. Other recent papers in the field should be
reviewed and discussed in the context of the new work. The overall aim should be to produce
an article that is complete in itself and that will stimulate the reader to look at the Molecular
Microbiology paper being reviewed and at other papers on the same subject.

To encourage wide readership, MicroCommentaries are made freely and immediately
available to non-subscribers through the Synergy on-line service

MicroCommentaries are commissioned either by the editor handling the manuscript on which it
they will be based or by the Editor-in-Chief. MicroCommentary articles appear in the same
edition of the Journal as the paper that is being reviewed. The very fast publication schedule of
Molecular Microbiology (accepted papers appear on-line 6 weeks after acceptance) means that
authors must submit their reviews within 2 weeks of the initial invitation. The editors will provide
a copy of the final version of the paper(s) being covered. As a courtesy, the authors will be
informed that their paper has been selected for special treatment and will receive the final
(accepted) version of the MicroCommentary but they will not be invited to revise their
manuscript or comment further on it or on the MicroCommentary.

FORMAT:

The format for MicroCommentaries is similar to that used for MicroReviews. They should be
no longer than six pages of double-spaced text, including an approximately 100-word
summary (which will be used by abstracting journals), plus references (around 10), figures and
legends. Authors are also asked to suggest 4-6 key words or phrases.

Figures. Well-drawn colour figures illustrating basic concepts of working models are often the
best way to present a subject. Figures should not contain minute details. Lettering must remain
legible when reduced to the single or double column widths used in the Journal.
MicroCommentary authors will not be charged for colour photographs printed in their
articles (at editor’s discretion).

References should be cited in the text by first author (both authors if there are only two) and
publication date, and should be listed alphabetically at the end of the text, where complete
details (including the title of the article) should be given.

HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR MICROCOMMENTARY ARTICLE:

Manuscripts are submitted in two steps. First, authors should E-mail a draft version of their
MicroCommentary as a Microsoft Word document (with figures in pdf format, ifpossible) to the
commissioning editor prior to formal submission to ensure that its scope and style are
satisfactory. Editorial comments will usually be sent back to the authors immediately. Once any



editorial suggestions have been incorporated, the author should submit the manuscript on-line
by going to http://mmi.manuscriptcentral.com/ and then follow the simple instructions (authors
who do not have an account will need to open one before submitting their article). To save time,
we suggest that authors do not format the title or the abstract when this option appears on the
screen. Since MicroCommentary manuscripts that reach this stage have already been
reviewed and edited, authors do not need to suggest referees. However, the editor will check
through the revised version of the manuscript before asking for further changes and/or telling
the authors how to prepare their manuscript for the publishers. The editor might propose
alternative procedures to speed up the processing, as appropriate.

Please note that MicroCommentary authors may ask for charges for printing essential
colour work to be waived in the first Mol Micro research paper they publish after the
publication of their MicroCommentary. Please ask the handling editor for details.



