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The Editors welcome scholarly papers on all aspects of clinical nursing and midwifery, including 
management, teaching and research related to practice. All manuscripts are double blind refereed. Submission 
should be exclusively to the Journal of Clinical Nursing and authors will be asked to sign a statement 
confirming that they have conformed to the normal ethical aspects of investigation and copyright. 
 
Authors will be asked to provide both disk and hard copies of the final accepted manuscript. The Editors will 
decide on the time of publication and retain the right to modify the style of a contribution; major changes will 
be agreed with the author(s). 
 
Manuscripts 
Three copies of the manuscript, tables and figures should be submitted. Papers should be between 3000 and 
5000 words in length, typed on one side only of A4 paper or international equivalent using double spacing and 
a wide margin on each side of the text. The numbers of words used, excluding references, should be specified. 
Details of sources of research funding, other support, and acknowledgements should be included. 
 
The top sheet should display the manuscript title, and a shortened version, authors' names, professional and 
academic qualifications, positions and places of work and the address to which all correspondence and proofs 
should be addressed. Email addresses should also be given wherever possible. 
 
Figures, illustrations, legends, tables, references and acknowledgements should be prepared on separate 
sheets. Their appropriate insertion points should be indicated in the text margin. Approval for 
reproduction/modification of any material (including figures and tables) published elsewhere should be 
obtained from authors/copyright holders before submission of the manuscript. Contributors are responsible 
for any copyright fee involved. 
 
The text should be preceded by a short summary, using bullet points and not exceeding 300 words. In the 
case of reported empirical research, the summary should include as appropriate: the study's rationale, aims and 
objectives; methodological design and justification; ethical issues and approval; research methods, instruments 
and/or interventions; outcome measures; results; study limitations; and conclusions. The summary should not 
include references or abbreviations. The summary should be followed by up to 6 keywords which accurately 
identify the paper's subject, purpose and focus. 
 
Critical reviews of literature on any area of research of relevance to clinical nursing are invited for the Review 
Articles section of the journal. Submissions should not exceed 5000 words in length and should be structured 
under appropriate headings so that the aims, scope and comprehensiveness of the review are clear. The search 
strategy should be described. Both positive and negative critique should be included. 
 
The Research in Brief section is intended for short reports. These should include the aims and objectives of 
the work reported, methods used, findings, and implications for practice, management, education and further 
research (where appropriate). Research in Brief submissions should be approximately 500 words in length, with 
a clear but concise title and three to four subheadings. A maximum of three references may be included. Line 
drawings and one table may be included. Headings within the text should conform to the following 
convention: upper case for main headings, lower case for major subheadings, italics for subsidiary sub-
headings. 
 
Spelling should conform with that used in The Concise Oxford Dictionary and abbreviations with those in 
Units, Symbols and Abbreviations (1994) published by the Royal Society of Medicine Press, 1 Wimpole Street, 
London W1M 8AE. 
 
Abbreviations should be used sparingly and only if a lengthy name or expression is repeated throughout the 
manuscript. When used, the abbreviated name or expression should be cited in full at first usage, followed by 
the accepted abbreviation in parentheses. 



 
Quotations included appropriately within the body of the text should be marked by single inverted commas. 
Longer, or self-contained quotations should be preceded and followed by a double space; neither single 
inverted commas nor italics should then be used. 
 
Statistical methods used should be defined and, where appropriate, supported by references. 
 
Final accepted manuscripts should be supplied on disk and in hard copy form. If the two versions of the 
manuscript do not correspond, the disk version will be used. 
 
References 
All work referred to in the manuscript should be fully cited. References within the text should cite the authors' 
names followed by the date of publication, in date order, e.g. (Lewis, 1975; Barnett, 1992; Chalmers, 1994). 
Where there are three or more authors, the first author's name followed by et al. will suffice, e.g. (Barder et al., 
1994), but all authors should be cited in the reference list. Page numbers should be given in the text for 
all quotations, e.g. (Chalmers 1994 p. 7). All references should be cited from primary sources. 
 
When a paper is cited, the reference list should include authors' surnames and initials, date of publication, title 
of paper, name of journal in full (not abbreviated), volume number (and issue number where relevant), and first 
and last page numbers. Example: Barder L., Slimmer L. & Lesage J. (1994) Depression and issues of control 
among elderly people in health care settings. Journal of Advanced Nursing 20, 596-604. 
When a book is cited, the title should be stated, followed by the publisher and town, county/state (and country 
if necessary) of publication. Example: Dealey C. (1994) The Care of Wounds: A Guide for Nurses. Blackwell 
Science, Oxford. 
 
Where the reference relates to a chapter in an edited book, details of author and editors should be given as 
well as publisher, place of publication, and first and last page numbers. Example: Chalmers K.I. (1994) 
Searching for health needs: the work of health visiting. In Research and its Application (Smith J.P. ed.), 
Blackwell Science, Oxford, pp.143-165. The edition (where appropriate) of all books should be identified, e.g. 
2nd edn. 
References stated as being 'in press' are not acceptable: all references cited must have been published by the 
page proof stage of the paper. The reference list should be prepared on a separate sheet and be in alphabetical 
order and chronological order by first authors' names. 
 
Illustrations 
We would like to receive your artwork in electronic form. Please save vector graphics (e.g. line artwork) in 
Encapsulated Postscript Format (EPS), and bitmap files (e.g. half-tones) in Tagged Image File Format (TIFF). 
Ideally, vector graphics that have been saved in metafile (.WMF) or pict (.PCT) format should be embedded 
within the body of the text file. Detailed information on our digital illustration standards is available on the 
Blackwell Publishing website at: http://www.blackwellpublishing.com/authors 
Always enclose a hard copy of figures and label with the figure number. 
 
Proofs will be sent to the author submitting the paper and must be returned promptly. This will allow 
correction of printers' and similar errors. Major changes will not be entertained and authors may be charged for 
excessive amendments at this stage. 
 
Twenty-five offprints will be supplied free for each paper published; further offprints may be ordered when 
returning proofs. 
 
Manuscripts should be sent to JCN Editorial Office, Blackwell Publishing Ltd, 9600 Garsington Road, 
Oxford OX4 2DQ, UK. 
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