International Journal of Older People Nursing
SPECIAL ISSUE – “OUTCOMES FROM THE PROMOTION OF PERSONHOOD IN GERONTOLOGICAL NURSING”

Over the past 15 years there has been a significant emphasis on ‘personhood’ in gerontological nursing practice, education and research.  Some of this emphasis arose from the initial work of Tom Kitwood and colleagues with a particular focus on people with a dementia.  Since then there have been a variety of developments in this field and a range of programmes of work have emerged.  Personhood is a central focus of initiatives/models/frameworks such as:

· Person-centredness:  including, person-centred nursing, person-centred practice, person-centred care, person-centred rehabilitation, person-centred dementia

· Relationship-centred care:  considered to be an extension of person-centredness but with a broader emphasis on the multifaceted relationships that older people have

· Compassionate care:  a particular initiative in Scotland called ‘Leadership in Compassionate Care’ focuses on how compassion in care relationships is enhanced

· Dignity in care:  Dignity has been a key issue in health and social care services for many years.  It is a key part of many healthcare policies and strategies.  Initiatives in enhancing and ensuring dignity in care services are central to a range of modernisation initiatives internationally.
· Gerotranscedence:  a social gerontological theory about development and maturation that has been applied to a gerontological nursing context.
· In the USA, particular initiatives such as 'PACE (Programs of All-inclusive Care for the Elderly)'; 'Evercare'; and 'The Household model for residential care' also emphasise person-centredness in their approach.
These are not necessarily mutually exclusive models, nor indeed are they the only initiatives and models in this field, but they do broadly represent the kinds of initiatives that are happening internationally to enhance personhood in gerontological practice, education and research.  The majority of these are nursing-led (whilst not exclusively nursing focused) and so are significant to nursing scholarship.
Therefore we are proposing a special issue of the International Journal of Older People Nursing addressing the topic of “OUTCOMES FROM THE PROMOTION OF PERSONHOOD IN GERONTOLOGICAL NURSING”.
We are particularly interested in papers that address outcomes from research and development initiatives that aim to promote more personhood through one of the models mentioned or any other model/framework that is being used.  Whilst details of the processes engaged with in the research and development work will be necessary, papers that are only process-orientated will not be accepted.  However, papers that present a critical analysis of the processes/methods/methodologies used and their impact on achieving outcomes (or not) will be welcomed.  
A broad perspective on outcomes should be adopted – papers that address one or more of the following ‘outcome themes’ would be particularly welcomed:
· patient/resident/service user outcomes

· care staff outcomes

· care environment outcomes

· care team outcomes

· organisational outcomes

· strategic outcomes

· policy outcomes

· educational outcomes
· outcomes on specific aspects of care (e.g. mobility, continence, cognitive functioning, etc.)

· disease specific outcomes (e.g. increased compliance with a specific treatment in (say) diabetes; improved cardiac functioning following a person-centred cardiac rehab programme; reduction in behaviours that challenge in mental health or dementia services etc.)

· relationship (team, interprofessional, carer) based outcomes
Methodologies and methods of outcome measurement should be considered broadly and in the context of this special issue, need not only focus on ‘experimental designs’.  We will welcome innovative approaches to the measurement of outcomes (e.g. participatory approaches, service-user led approaches, narrative-based approaches, and a variety of evaluation methodologies).
All papers should be submitted through Manuscript Central http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/opn and the standard guidance for authors should be used: http://www.wiley.com/bw/submit.asp?ref=1748-3735&site=1.
However, we ask all authors to use the phrase ‘special issue’ in the title of their paper (e.g. “Special Issue:  Measuring outcomes from the development of person-centred nursing in acute care”)
The deadline for receipt of papers is 4th January 2010.
All papers will be subjected to the journal’s usual double-blind peer-review process as set out in the guidance for authors.  Should there be too many papers accepted following peer-review for the space available in the special issue, then these papers will be published in subsequent issues of the International Journal of Older People Nursing.
