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Selecting “Families and Housing” as the theme for the first virtual issue of the Family
and Consumer Sciences Research Journal is very timely given the current housing
situation in the United States. This issue addresses some of the most urgent problems and
issues related to people and their housing. After many years of rising home ownership,
researchers now focus their study on families who are facing foreclosure and rising
household expenses. They seek to learn more about households that are forced to
investigate housing assistance programs, different tenure options, and alternative housing
structure choices. This issue also examines an aging population which includes a large
Baby Boomer generation that confronts many housing challenges, including the use of
technology. Addressing the housing needs of children, the poor, and ethnic groups are
also examined. You will find this collection of housing manuscripts to be an interesting
glimpse into housing issues faced by today’s households and a platform on which to build
future housing research.
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