
The Canadian Geographer/Le Géographe Canadien  
Instructions for Contributors 
 
The submission of a manuscript is an implicit declaration that the work has not been published, 
in whole or in part, and is not being considered elsewhere. The Editorial Board considers a paper 
not eligible for publication if most of the content of the paper:  
 
(i) is under consideration for publication or is published in a journal, or book chapter;  
 
(ii) is under consideration for publication or is published in a conference proceedings or a 
government publication, with a substantial circulation (distributed to 100 or more individuals 
over a wide area).  
 
An exception to the conference proceedings or government publications rule may be allowed in 
cases where the author retains copyright to the work in question and where the manuscript 
submitted to the journal is a significantly revised version of the published conference paper or 
government publication. Authors should contact the editor to discuss such manuscripts prior to 
submission.  
 
In recognition of the fact that many authors are required (often by funding organizations) to 
publish working papers on the World Wide Web (Internet), the Editorial Board has deemed that 
revised versions of such papers are eligible for consideration for publication in The Canadian 
Geographer/Le Géographe canadien. In order to qualify for publication, the author must retain 
copyright to material published on the web and the submitted manuscript must be a significantly 
revised (and usually expanded) version of the paper published on the World Wide Web. Authors 
should contact the editor to discuss such manuscripts prior to submission.  
 
Abstracts or extended abstracts related to conferences do not constitute prior publication. 
Extended abstracts are usually under 2000 words and do not include presentation of detailed 
tables and graphics of the results of the study. 
 
  
 
TYPES OF SUBMISSION  
 
Articles: must report original and previously unpublished research or a development of a theory 
or technique that has resulted from a completed major study leading to a significant extension of 
knowledge. Articles must be accompanied by abstracts in both English and French.  
 
Focus Essays: consist of a guest-edited selection of timely and original research reports that 
relate to a common theme or distinct specialization. Those persons interested in organizing a 
submission are requested to describe their plans with the editor.  
 
 
Review essays: are intended to provide an organized critical synthesis of information on an 
important topic. Readers are invited to submit manuscripts that interpret and evaluate the 



underlying themes from a current body of related literature or that review critically one or a 
number of major works in ways that go beyond the normal book review. The advice of the editor 
should be sought before a reader undertakes a review essay.  
 
Book reviews: are commissioned by the review editor to review individual books of importance 
to Canadian readership. Readers willing to undertake reviews are invited to send to the review 
editor a statement of the subject area(s) of interest to them. Unsolicited reviews may be accepted 
for publication, subject to external assessment.  
 
Geographic Information Science: papers examine the theoretical, methodological, and applied 
aspects of geographic information science. The manuscripts must describe innovative research 
associated with the use of techniques for the acquisition, management, analysis and visualization 
of digital spatial data in a geographical perspective. Theoretical papers discussing an issue 
associated with geographic information science without the explicit use of such techniques may 
also be considered.  
 
Canadian Landform Examples: papers present succinct explanatory descriptions for teaching use 
or for raising research questions in geomorphology. The advice of the Canadian Landform 
Example editor should be sought before a reader prepares a submission.  
 
Canadian Urban Landscapes: papers explore issues in the Canadian urban environment by 
offering interpretive perspectives on Canadian urban landscapes. The advice of the Canadian 
Urban Landscapes editors should be sought before a reader prepares a submission.  
 
Commentaries: papers that present a response to published articles or an editorial or scholarly 
opinion. Commentary articles are generally shorter essays, but longer manuscripts may be 
published after discussion with the editor. Commentaries are published at the discretion of the 
editor and they are peer reviewed by the editor and two editorial board members.  
 
Obituaries: published in The Canadian Geographer conform to policies established by the CAG 
executive. For further information on obituaries, contact the editor. 
 
  
 
SUBMISSION OF MANUSCRIPTS  
 
At the time of submission corresponding authors should provide a letter that:  
 
(i) gives assurance that their manuscript represents original work that is not being considered for 
publication, in whole or in part, by another journal; 
 
(ii) states whether the manuscript is one of a kind, or part of a study or thesis from which other 
manuscripts may be generated;  
 
(iii) confirms that all of the authors have read and approved the manuscript; and 
 



(iv) provides the names of colleagues who have reviewed the manuscript in the final stages.  
 
Authors should also provide copies of related manuscripts not already published.  
 
Addresses for Submission 
 
Manuscripts for publication or correspondence relating to Human Geography (Articles, Focus, 
Review Essays, Observations, Obituaries) should be sent to the Editor: 
 
  Lawrence D. Berg  
  Department of Geography  
  Okanagan University College  
  7000 College Way  
  Vernon, BC, Canada, V1B 2N5  
  E-mail: LBerg@ouc.bc.ca  
 
  
 
Manuscripts for publication or correspondence relating to Physical Geography (Articles, Focus, 
Review Essays, Observations, Obituaries) should be sent to the Physical Geography Editor: 
 
  Olav Slaymaker  
  The Liu Centre for Studies of Global Issues & Department of Geography   
  University of British Columbia  
  6476 NW Marine Drive   
  Vancouver, BC, Canada, V6T 1Z2  
  E-mail: olav@geog.ubc.ca  
 
  
 
Manuscripts for publication or correspondence relating to Geographical Information Science 
should be sent to the Geographical Information Science editor: 
 
  Danielle Marceau   
  Département de Géographie  
  Université de Montréal  
  C.P. 6128, succursale Centre-ville  
  Montréal, Québec, Canada, H3C 3J7  
  E-mail: danielle.marceau@umontreal.ca  
 
  
 
Manuscripts for publication in French (Articles, Focus, Review Essays, Observations, 
Obituaries) should be sent to the French editor: 
 
  Danielle Marceau   



  Département de Géographie  
  Université de Montréal  
  C.P. 6128, succursale Centre-ville  
  Montréal, Québec, Canada, H3C 3J7  
  E-mail: danielle.marceau@umontreal.ca  
 
  
 
Manuscripts for publication or correspondence relating to Canadian Landscapes Examples 
should be sent to the Canadian Landscapes Examples Editor: 
 
  M. Robin Davidson-Arnott  
  Department of Geography  
  University of Guelph  
  Guelph, Ontario   
  Canada N1G 2W1  
  E-mail: rdarnott@uoguelph.ca  
 
  
 
Manuscripts for publication or correspondence relating to Canadian Urban Landscapes Examples 
should be sent to the Canadian Urban Landscapes Examples Editors: 
 
  John C. Everitt Doug Ramsey  
  Department of Geography Department of Rural Development  
  Brandon University Brandon University  
  Brandon, Manitoba  Brandon, Manitoba   
  Canada R7A 6A9  Canada R7A 6A9  
  E-mail: Everitt@BrandonU.ca E-mail: Ramsey@BrandonU.ca  
 
  
 
Correspondence relating to Book Reviews should be submitted to the Books for Reviews Editor: 
 
  Jody F. Decker  
  Geography & Environmental Studies  
  Wilfrid Laurier University  
  Waterloo, Ontario   
  Canada N2L 3C5  
  E-mail: jdecker@wlu.ca  
 
  
 
THE MANUSCRIPT  
 



The original copy and three duplicates are required. Once a manuscript has been accepted for 
publication, authors will be required to submit an electronic copy (see below). Double-sided 
copies are not acceptable. All parts of the manuscript, including footnotes, references, tables, and 
captions for illustrations should be typewritten, double-spaced, on white paper, with margins of 1 
in. Use italic font if available; where not available, underline material that is to be set in italics. 
Use capital letters only when the letters or words should appear in capitals in the printed paper. 
Each page of the manuscript should have the page number in the upper right-hand corner. The 
first page should have only the title, the authors' names, affiliations, telephone and fax numbers, 
and e-mail addresses, and any necessary footnotes. The title and abstract appears on the second 
page (please ensure that there are no authors' names after the first page), followed by the text and 
the reference list. Captions for tables and illustrations must be on separate pages and placed after 
the reference list.  
 
Authors are requested to submit the manuscript and the accompanying letter in hard-copy format. 
If accepted for publication, authors will be asked to submit their manuscript electronically via e-
mail. Authors should ensure that the electronic version is identical to the hard copy of the 
manuscript. Text files and figure files should be submitted in separate electronic files. Text 
(including tables) should be provided both in a word-processing format (preferably Word, 
Windows or Macintosh) and as a RTF file. Please identify the word-processing software, version 
number, corresponding filenames and extensions, and type of computer used (IBM or 
Macintosh). For figures, refer to the section below on Illustrations.  
 
Authors are asked to limit submissions to 35 double-spaced typed pages for articles, 20 for 
Geographica, Focus, and review essays, 10 for Canadian Landform Examples and Canadian 
Urban Landscape Examples, and 500 words for Observations. These limits include all text, tables 
and illustrations. A journal page is equivalent to about two double-spaced typed pages. Authors 
who clearly exceed these guidelines will have their mansucripts returned for shortening.  
 
Abstract  
 
The abstract, typed on a separate page, should be headed by the full bibliographic reference. It 
should contain not more than 200 words. References should not be included unless they are 
absolutely essential and complete bibliographic information is given. The names of organisms 
should be in Latin and the authors should be given. Authors must submit abstracts in both fluent 
English and French. Manuscripts will not be accepted for publication without French and English 
abstracts. 
 
Acknowledgments  
 
A statement headed Acknowledgments and not more than 100 words in length may be placed at 
the end of the text, immediately preceding the notes and/or references.  
 
Footnotes  
 
Footnotes should be designated by superscript Arabic numerals in serial order throughout the 
manuscript except in tables. Each footnote should be placed at the bottom of the manuscript page 



where reference to it is made. Footnotes are encouraged for explanatory or parenthetical 
statements that would otherwise interrupt the flow of argument in the main text. Footnotes 
should not be used for referencing sources (see insructions for references below).  
 
Headings  
 
FIRST-ORDER HEADING 
 
A first-order heading is in upper case and bold letters, set to the left margin on a separate line.  
 
Second-Order Heading  
 
Second-order headings have the first letter of each major word in upper case and all text is bold 
and set to the left margin on a separate line.  
 
Third-order headings: use lower case except for the first letter of the first word and proper nouns; 
the title is in bold text and set to the left margin; text follows on the same line and is preceded by 
a colon. Do not number any heading.  
 
Mathematics  
 
The recognized conventions are described in Ellen Swanson Mathematics in Type (American 
Mathematical Society, 1971). Displayed equations must be set up clearly in type, triple-spaced. 
All displayed equations should be identified by numbers in square brackets placed flush with the 
left margin. In numbering, no distinction is made between mathematical and chemical equations. 
Routine structural formulas can be typeset and need not be submitted as figures for direct 
reproduction, but they must be clearly depicted.  
 
References 
 
Authors are asked to make consistent use of the 'Author/date' system of annotation.  
 
The system of author/date for references in parentheses within the text is the standard reference 
system used in The Canadian Geographer. Authors of book reviews must give page numbers for 
direct quotations, and may use the same procedure.  
 
Note that the author/date system may conserve space but interrupts the flow of an essay more 
than do footnotes, thus authors are encouraged to use footnotes when parenthetical or 
explanatory statements are required.  
 
A listing of all citations, alphabetically by first author, must appear at the end of the manuscript 
under the heading 'References.' In references with more than two authors, use et al. in the citation 
in the text, but include the full list of authors in the reference section. A limited number of 
bibliographical references may be included in a book review.  
 
The following conventions apply:  



 
In the text: (Green 1985); (Green 1985, 283) to indicate the page referred to; (Green 1985a) for 
more than one reference to the same author in a single year; (Ziegler and Brown 1983, 111; 
Green 1985b) for more than one reference; (p. 62) for book-review references to the book being 
reviewed.  
 
In the references:  
 
For articles: HICKEN, E.J. 1984 'Vegetation and river channel dynamics' The Canadian 
Geographer/Le Géographe canadien 28, 111-26  
 
For books: MACKENZIE, S. 1989 Visible Histories: Women and Environments in a Post-War 
British City (Montreal: McGill-QueenÕs University Press) 
 
For articles in edited books: PEAKE, L. 1996 'From Social Bases to Subjectivities: The Case of 
Red Thread in Guayana' in D. Bell, R. Keil, G. Wekerle, eds. Global Cities - Local Places: Issues 
in Urban Sustainability (Toronto: Black Rose Books) 147-154 
 
For web pages: CHANDLER, D. 1995 'Semiotics for beginners' unpublished web page available 
online: <http://www.aber.ac.uk/media/Documents/S4B/semiotic.html> 
 
Spelling  
 
Spelling should follow that of Webster's Third New International Dictionary or the Oxford 
English Dictionary. Authors are responsible for consistency in spelling.  
 
Statistical analyses  
 
The assumptions and (or) the model underlying any statistical analysis should be clearly stated. 
Symbols such as * and **, denoting levels of significance, should not be used except in 
conjunction with the actual values of the associated test statistic; actual p values are preferred.  
 
Style  
 
Authors are asked to follow the style and format used in a recent issue of the journal. Metric 
units should be used or metric equivalents should be given and the use of SI units (Système 
international d'unités) is required. This system is explained in the Canadian Metric Practice 
Guide (1989) published by the Canadian Standards Association (178 Rexdale Blvd., Etobicoke, 
ON M9W 1R3, Canada). Sl required except when the historical or national context makes 
imperial units more appropriate (e.g., a quarter-section of land is 160 acres). With the exception 
of Sl units, abbreviations are discouraged.  
 
Tables  
 
Each table should have an Arabic number and a brief title. Column headings should be brief but 
may be amplified by footnotes. Vertical rules should not be used. Tables must be designed so 



that they do not have to be turned sideways in order to be typeset. They should not exceed 125 
typed characters and spaces in width and preferably should be designed for a single-column 
layout with no more than 60 characters and spaces in width. A copy of the Journal should be 
consulted to see how tables are set up. Footnotes in tables should be designated by symbols (*, ‡, 
§, ll, #) or superscript lowercase italic letters. Descriptive material not designated by a footnote 
may be placed under a table as a Note. Tables should be typed on separate pages and placed after 
the list of references.  
 
  
 
ILLUSTRATIONS  
 
Graphs, line drawings, and photographs are referred to as figures, and numbered in the order of 
their reference in the text. Design figures to permit the maximum reduction that is consistent 
with a clear and uncrowded layout. this bears particularly on the size and boldness of symbols 
and letters. Do not incorporate captions or titles into the design of maps or line drawings, but 
submit these on a separate sheet.  
 
Three sets of illustrations are required. Each figure or group of figures should be planned to fit, 
after appropriate reduction, into the area of either one or two columns of text, preferably one. 
Originals should not be more than 21 x 28 cm. Care must be taken to avoid wasted space within 
or between figures in groups of figures. The maximum finished size of a one-column illustration 
is 7.5 x 19.6 cm and that of a two-column illustration is 15.8 x 19.6 cm. The figures (including 
halftones) must be numbered consecutively in Arabic numerals, and each one must be referred to 
in the text and must be self-explanatory. All terms, abbreviations, and symbols must correspond 
with those in the text. Only essential labelling should be used, with detailed information given in 
the caption. Each illustration must be identified by the figure number and the authors' names. 
 
Line drawings should be made with black India ink or computer-generated in black on high-
quality white paper or other comparable material. For computer-generated graphics, supply a 
laser print at the highest resolution available. Photocopies are not acceptable.  
 
All lines must be sufficiently thick (0.5 points minimum) to reproduce well, and all symbols, 
superscripts, subscripts, and decimal points must be in good proportion to the rest of the drawing 
and large enough to allow for any necessary reduction without loss of detail. Avoid small open 
symbols; these tend to fill in upon reproduction. Avoid patterns with shades of gray; instead, use 
clearly distinguishable, well-spaced dots or diagonal lines. Lettering produced by dot matrix 
printers or typewriters, or by hand, is not acceptable. Letters should be scaled so the reduced 
copy is between 1.5 and 3.0 mm high. The same font style and lettering sizes should be used for 
all figures of similar size in any one paper. Any coordinate lines to appear should be ruled in. 
Maps must include geographic coordinates to ensure proper identification of study locations.  
 
Photographs should be continuous tone on glossy paper. These figures should be prepared in the 
final published size. The copies for reproduction should be trimmed to show only essential 
features and mounted on thin, flexible bristol board, with no space between those arranged in 
groups. Features of interest should be indicated by letters or arrows.  



 
Colour illustrations will be at the author's expense. Further details on prices are available from 
the Editors. 
 
Preparation of electronic graphic files  
 
The Editors prefer the submission of electronic graphic files for accepted manuscripts and will 
use these electronic files whenever possible. If electronic files are not available, paper versions 
of the figures will be scanned. Note that the scanner will easily reproduce flaws (e.g., correction 
fluid, smudges). Submission of noncontinuous (screened) photographs and scanned illustrations 
printed out on laser printers is not recommended as moirés develop; a moiré is a noticeable, 
unwanted pattern generated by rescanning or rescreening an illustration that already contains a 
dot pattern.  
 
Authors must supply copies of the original electronic files (i.e., the files directly from the 
software application that they were created in) and high-quality laser proofs of the images. 
Electronic files (i.e., fig. number and fig. content) should match the laser proofs and be submitted 
by e-mail once a manuscript has been accepted for publication. In the cover e-mail, please 
identify (i) the software application and version; (ii) file name(s), size, and extension; and (iii) if 
the files have been imported from another software. If you must compress your files, please use a 
compression format compatible with Stuffit. PC or Macintosh versions of True Type or Type 1 
fonts should be used. Do not use bitmap or nonstandard fonts. Electronic graphics can be 
accepted either by e-mail or by CD-ROM.  
 
All figures should be submitted at their final published size. For figures with several parts (e.g., 
a, b, c, d, etc.) created using the same software application, assemble them into one file rather 
than sending several files.  
 
Permission to reprint  
 
Whenever a manuscript contains material (tables, figures, charts, etc.) that is protected by 
copyright, it is the obligation of the author to secure written permission from the holder of the 
copyright to reproduce the material in both print and electronic formats. These letters must 
accompany the submitted manuscript.  
 
Galley proofs  
 
A galley proof, illustration proofs, the copy-edited manuscript, and a reprint order form are sent 
to the author. Galley proofs must be checked very carefully and must be returned within 48 hours 
of receipt. The proof stage is not the time to make extensive corrections, additions, or deletions, 
and the cost of changes introduced by the author and deemed to be excessive will be charged to 
the author.  
 
Copyright transfer  
 



All authors are required to complete a copyright transfer form assigning all rights to the 
Canadian Association of Geographers.Copyright transfer forms are available from the Editors. 
Requests for permission to republish the paper, in whole or in part, should be sent to: 
The Canadian Association of Geographers,  
Dept of Geography, McGill University,  
805 Sherbrooke St. West, Room 425,  
Montréal, Québec H3A 2K6, Canada or  
Email to cag@geog.mcgill.ca. 
Fax: (514)398-7437  
Phone/Téléphone: (514) 398-4946  
Website: www.cag-acg.ca 
 
     


