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Types of Institutional Change: Processes and Results

Result of Change

Process of
Change

Continuity Discontinuity
Incremental Reproduction by Gradual

Adaptation Transformation
Abrupt Survival and Breakdown and

Return Replacement

From: Wolfgang Streeck and Kathleen Thelen, “Institutional Change in Advanced Political Economies,’
introduction to Wolfgang Streeck and Kathleen Thelen, eds., Beyond Continuity: Institutional

Change in Advanced Political Economies. Oxford University Press, 2005.




Figure 2:
Stylized Trajectories of Change in the Advanced Industrial Countries

Adapted from Martin Hopner, “What is Organized Capitalism: The Two Dimensions of Nonliberal
Capitalism.” Max Planck Institute for the Study of Societies Discussion Paper 07/12 (Cologne: Max Planck
Institute for the Study of Societies, 2007).

[This figure will appear in Bruno Palier and Kathleen Thelen, “Dualizing CMEs: Flexibility and Change in
Coordinated Market Economies,” forthcoming.]
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