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Instructions for Authors

Kidney International will consider the publication of any original manuscript
that deals with either clinical or laboratory topics of relevance to nephrology. All
manuscripts must be contributed solely to Kidney International and all studies
must be documented completely by reference to the literature and a thorough
description of the experimental method. Substantive portions of any manuscript
must not have been published elsewhere except in abstract form. All authors
must sign a letter when submitting a manuscript signifying their agreement with
the contents of the paper.

Methods or findings that will substantially and immediately affect research or
clinical practice will be considered for publication as a Rapid Communication.
The words “Rapid Communication” and the category chosen must appear at the
top left corner of the title page. These manuscripts should be no longer than 1500
words and contain no more than 35 references and no more than 4 figures or
tables. Organization of Rapid Communications should be the same as for regular
manuscripts.

Technical Notes of no more than 1500 words in length will also be considered
for publication. Examples of appropriate subject matter include descriptions of
new laboratory or clinical methods, new apparatus, or critical modifications of
established techniques. Organization of Technical Notes should be the same as
for regular manuscripts except that section headings should be omitted.

Letters to the Editor will be considered for publication, subject to editing. Let-
ters must contain information critical to a certain area or must be confirmatory
of data recently published in Kidney International. Letters must not exceed 250
words, and contain no more than 4 references and 1 figure or table.

Copyright: Submission of a manuscript implies that the work described has not
been published before (except in the form of an abstract or as part of a published
lecture, review, or thesis); that it is not under consideration for publication else-
where; that its publication has been approved by all coauthors, if any, as well as by
the responsible authorities at the institute where the work has been carried out;
that, if and when the manuscript is accepted for publication, the authors agree to
automatic transfer of the copyright to the International Society of Nephrology;
that the manuscript will not be published elsewhere in any language without the
consent of the copyright holders; that written permission of the copyright holder
is obtained by the authors for material used from other copyrighted sources; and
that any costs associated with obtaining this permission are the authors’ respon-
sibility.

Manuscript Submission Instructions: Manuscripts must be submitted online.
For complete detailed instructions on uploading your manuscript, please read
the submission instructions on the Kidney International Web site (http://ki.
manuscriptcentral.com). Any major word processing software may be used, and
both DOS-based and Macintosh operating systems are acceptable. Authors with
no Internet connection should contact the Editorial Office.

The original manuscript must be accompanied by a letter of submission giving
authors’ names, corresponding author’s address, telephone and fax numbers and
e-mail address, manuscript title, names and addresses of 4 potential reviewers,
and suggested category.

We require, as a condition of consideration for publication, registration in a
public trials registry. Trials must register at or before the onset of patient enroll-
ment. This policy applies to any clinical trial starting enrollment after January 1,
2006. For trials that began enrollment before this date, we require registration by
April 1, 2006, before considering the trial for publication.

We define a clinical trial as any research project that prospectively assigns hu-
man subjects to intervention or comparison groups to study the cause-and-effect
relationship between a medical intervention and a health outcome. Studies de-
signed for other purposes, such as to study pharmacokinetics or major toxicity
(e.g., phase 1 trials) are exempt.

We do not advocate one particular registry, but registration must be with a
registry that meets the following minimum criteria: (1) accessible to the pub-
lic at no charge; (2) searchable by standard, electronic (Internet-based) meth-
ods; (3) open to all prospective registrants free of charge or at minimal cost; (4)
validates registered information; (5) identifies trials with a unique number; and
(6) includes information on the investigator(s), research question or hypothe-
sis, methodology, intervention and comparisons, eligibility criteria, primary and
secondary outcomes measured, date of registration, anticipated or actual start
date, anticipated or actual date of last follow-up, target number of subjects, status
(anticipated, ongoing or closed) and funding source(s).

Registries that currently meet these criteria include (1) The registry spon-
sored by the United States National Library of Medicine (www.clinicaltrials.gov);
(2) The International Standard Randomised Controlled Trial Number Reg-
istry (www.controlled-trials.com); (3) The Cochrane Renal Group Registry
(www.cochrane-renal.org/trialsubmissionform.php); (4) The National (United
Kingdom) Research Register (www.update-software.com/national/); and (5) Eu-
ropean Clinical Trials Database (http://eudract.emea.eu.int/).

All manuscripts will be read by the Editor(s) and reviewed further by at least
two reviewers. The entire manuscript must be double-spaced, including the ab-
stract, footnotes, references in order of citation, figure legends, tables, and table
legends. All manuscripts should include (1) title page (which should include a title
of no more than 115 characters, telephone and facsimile numbers, and an e-mail
address of the corresponding author), (2) short title page, (3) abstract, (4) body
of paper, (5) acknowledgments and address for reprint requests, (6) references,
(7) tables, (8) figure legends, and (9) figures. An abstract, not to exceed 250 words
in length, must be submitted. The complete title of the paper should be repeated
at the beginning of the narrative. The abstract should consist of four paragraphs,
labeled Background, Methods, Results, and Conclusion. At least 3 key words
should be given. One set of glossy figures and two hard copies of the manuscript,
as well as a disk containing the final version of the paper in Microsoft Word or
Word Perfect format (not PDF) will be requested upon acceptance of the paper.
To ensure the finest quality of figures, whether line drawings, half-tones, or color
prints, the author should supply the figures as glossy photographs. Manuscripts
should be consistent in style, spelling, and use of abbreviations. Slang, medical
jargon, and obscure abbreviations are to be avoided. Abstract citations must be
incorporated parenthetically in the text and should not be included in the refer-
ence list. All manuscripts and figures are subject to copy editing. Reporting must
be concise. A charge of U.S. $65 will be issued for each journal page. A charge
of U.S. $50 will be made for each individual half-tone or full plate exceeding two
in number. Color figures are $1500 per page. Authors are expected to pay all
publication costs associated with their article, or to make prior arrangements for
sponsorship of these costs.

Reference style: The form of the references should include end pagination, but
the number, day, or month of the issue should be omitted. A maximum of four
authors should be cited. For more than four authors, cite three and insert et al.
Please do not use all capital letters, rather imitate the samples given below. Our
typesetting software sets the typeface into journal style, but it is crucial that the
citation is precisely in order. Abbreviations for journal titles should follow The
List of Journals Indexed in Index Medicus; Internet users may obtain a listing of
journal abbreviations by accessing http://medscape.com. The following examples
demonstrate correct style:

Journal articles: Surname and initials of author(s), title, journal, volume, in-
clusive pages, year. Example: Fan SL-S, Almond MK, Ball E, et al: Pamidronate
therapy as prevention of bone loss following renal transplantation. Kidney Int
57:684–690, 2000

Supplement articles: Surname and initials of author(s), title, journal, volume
number, supplement number in parentheses, inclusive pages, year. Example: Fogo
AB: Glomerular hypertension abnormal glomerular growth, and progression of
renal diseases. Kidney Int 57(Suppl 75):S15–S21, 2000

Books: Surname and initials of author(s), title and subtitle, edition (other than
first), city, publisher, year, volume (where applicable), inclusive pages (if specific
pages are being cited). Example: Lameire N, Mehta RL (editors): Complications
of Dialysis, New York, Marcel Dekker, Inc., 2000, 875 pp

Articles in books: Surname and initials of author(s), title of article, chapter num-
ber, title of book, volume, editor, edition (other than first), city, publisher, year,
inclusive pages. Example: Weidner N, Buckalew VM Jr: Sickle cell anemia, sickle
cell trait, and polycythemic states, in Renal Pathology (vol 2), edited by Tisher
CC, Brenner BM, Philadelphia, JB Lippincott Company, 1989, pp 1417–1436

To facilitate prompt publication of accepted manuscripts, page proofs only
will be sent to the corresponding author for correction. Authors may purchase
reprints at prices furnished with the page proofs. Failure to return page proofs
and all related documentation, including page charge forms, may result in a delay
in publication.

Author material archive policy: Unless specifically requested, Blackwell Pub-
lishing will dispose of all hard copy or electronic material submitted two months
after publication. If you require the return of any material submitted, please
inform the Editorial Office or Production Editor.
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Manuscripts must be submitted online to the Kidney International Web site
(http://ki.manuscriptcentral.com). All related editorial correspondence should
be submitted to:

Saulo Klahr, M.D.
Editor, Kidney International
Washington University School of Medicine

at Barnes-Jewish Hospital (North Campus)
Department of Medicine, Suite 4300
216 S. Kingshighway Boulevard
St. Louis, MO 63110-1092, USA

Send queries about specific manuscripts to the Editorial Office.

For manuscripts prior to acceptance, please contact:

Mrs. Patricia Morrissey
Via telephone: 314-454-8919
Via facsimile: 314-454-8907
Via E-mail: pmorriss@im.wustl.edu

Ms. Sarah Nalley
Via telephone: 314-454-8898
Via facsimile: 314-454-8907
Via E-mail: snalley@im.wustl.edu

For manuscripts after acceptance, please contact:

Mrs. Katherine Spakowski
Via telephone: 314-454-7016
Via facsimile: 314-454-8907
Via E-mail: kspakows@im.wustl.edu

Ms. Rebecca Meiser
Via telephone: 314-454-8916
Via facsimile: 314-454-8907
Via E-mail: rmeiser@im.wustl.edu


