
1. AIMS AND SCOPE 
Journal of Integrative Plant Biology (JIPB) is an international journal of plant sciences 
(formerly Acta Botanica Sinica, established in 1952), that publishes peer-reviewed papers 
in three categories: invited reviews, research articles and new technologies. The aim of 
the Journal is to report novel and meaningful scientific information related to any 
processes of plant biology, which are relevant to and of interest to other plant scientists. 
Preliminary observations, purely descriptive studies, and reporting of single plant-derived 
chemicals are beyond the scope of the Journal.  

2. EDITORIAL REVIEW AND ACCEPTANCE 
JIPB strives to publish papers of high quality and originality as quickly as possible. All 
manuscripts received are subjected to a preliminary examination. Papers beyond the 
scope or that do not follow the format of the Journal will be returned to the authors 
without being reviewed. Properly written manuscripts are reviewed by experts in the field 
and an initial decision of whether to accept a manuscript is made within two months. The 
final decision of acceptance or rejection rests with the Editorial Board. Papers are usually 
published in chronological order of acceptance. 
Manuscripts should be written in a clear, concise, direct style so that they are intelligible 
to the professional reader who is not a specialist in the particular field. When 
contributions are judged as acceptable for publication on the basis of scientific content, 
the Editor and the Publisher reserve the right to modify typescripts to avoid ambiguity 
and repetition and improve communication between authors and readers. If extensive 
alterations are required, the manuscript will be returned to the author for revision. 

3. PEER-REVIEW AND ALLOCATION OF REVIEWERS 

The Editorial Office and the Handling Editor evaluate all manuscripts on submission to 
determine whether they are appropriate for evaluation by expert reviewers. Reviewers are 
required to follow the “general policy regarding conflicts of interest”. Authors may 
request reviewers, but should not request people who have a conflict of interest as 
defined by the policy. Editors are permitted to use any reviewer reasonably believed to be 
an appropriate scientific expert, except reviewers who would be excluded by the conflict 
of interest policy. If authors wish to request the exclusion of certain reviewers for other 
reasons, specific justification must be provided in the cover letter; such requests may be 
considered at the discretion of the Editor. Decisions will be made as rapidly as possible, 
and the Journal strives to return reviewers’ comments to authors within six weeks 
whenever possible. If revision is requested, the Handling Editor will evaluate revised 
manuscripts and determine whether external review is required. The board will normally 
consider only one revised manuscript, and this manuscript must be submitted within one 
month unless an extension is granted. In the case that extensive revision including 
additional experimentation is required, the Journal policy is to decline the manuscript, but 
editors may choose to encourage resubmission. Resubmissions are subject to the full 
review process. It is the goal of the Journal to publish manuscripts within four months of 
submission, but this can only be achieved if the original submission meets all journal 
requirements. 



4. CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 
To moderate ethical behavior among its authors, editors, and staff, JIPB has formed a 
“conflicts of interest” policy for editors and reviewers. In order to ensure that fair 
editorial decisions are made, any person who has a conflict of interest should not be in a 
position to review manuscripts. He or she should decline to be the reviewer before the 
content of the manuscript is viewed (it is usually clear when the title and authors of the 
manuscript are known); 
1.        The concept of “conflicts of interest” is defined as: 
a)        If you and any of the authors involved in the manuscript are close family friends 
or direct relatives; 
b)        If you and any of the authors involved in the manuscript are the colleagues of one 
organization; 
c)        If you are working on a similar research topic as the content of the manuscript, or 
you and the authors are competing to answer a similar research question, which may 
allow you to learn from the manuscript with ideas and methods that have not been 
published before. 
d)        If you and any of the authors have a student–supervisor (including postdoc) 
relationship within the past five years.  

5. ARTICLE CATEGORIES 
JIPB publishes articles in three categories:  

 •        Invited reviews 
Review articles are to be written by people who are established in the research area and 
can provide a historical and prospective overview in a particular scientific topic. All 
review articles will be invited by the Handling Editors.  

JIPB does not accept review articles from submission.  

•        Research articles 
Full-length research articles are to report comprehensive studies and use experimental 
and statistical tools to answer a biological question. All articles are handled by our 
Handling Editors, who are responsible for a particular area of expertise. Research articles 
are published in six themes: 
 - Ecology  
 - Stress and phytochemistry  
 - Omics and epigenetics 
 - Development and photosynthesis 
 - Signal transduction 
 - Evolution 

•        New technologies 
To publish new protocols, methods, or new experimental systems. 

Handling Editors 

1) Ecology 



Professor Jianguo (Jingle) Wu  
School of Life Sciences & Global Institute of Sustainability 
Arizona State University 
P.O. Box 874501, Tempe, AZ 85287-4501, USA 
Tel: 1-480-965-1063  Fax: 1-480-965-6899 
E-mail: Jingle.Wu@asu.edu 
Website 

Professor Jianxin Sun  
College of Forestry 
Beijing Forestry University 
35 Qinghua East Road 
Haidian District 
Beijing 100083, China 
Telephone: 86-10-62336054 
E-mail: sunjianx@bjfu.edu.cn 

Professor Jiquan Chen  
Landscape Ecology & Ecosystem Science (LEES) 
Earth, Ecological and Environmental Sciences (EEES) 
Bowman-Oddy Laboratories, Mail Stop 604 
University of Toledo 
Toledo, OH 43606-3390, USA 
Tel: 1-419-530-2664  Fax: 1-419-530-4421 
E-mail: jiquan.chen@utoledo.edu  
Website 

Professor Weixin Cheng  
Environmental Studies Department, University of California,  
Santa Cruz, CA 95064, USA. 
Tel: 1-831-459-5317  Fax: 1-831-459-4015  
Email: wxcheng@ucsc.edu 
Website 

2) Stress and phytochemistry 

Professor Wei-Hua Wu  
State Key Laboratory of Plant Physiology and Biochemistry 
College of Biological Sciences, China Agricultural University 
No.2 Yuanmingyuan Xilu, Haidian District 
Beijing 100094, China  
Tel: 86-10-62731103  Fax: 86-10-62734640 
E-mail:wuwh@public3.bta.net.cn 
Website 

Professor Zhi-Zhong Gong  
State Key Laboratory of Plant Physiology and Biochemistry 



College of Biological Sciences, China Agricultural University 
No.2 Yuanmingyuan Xilu, Haidian District 
Beijing 100094, China 
Tel (Fax): 86-10-62733733 
Email: gongzz@cau.edu.cn 
Website 

Professor Li-Zhe An  
School of Life Sciences, Lanzhou University 
Lanzhou 730000, China 
Tel: 86-931-8912560 
E-mail: lizhean@lzu.edu.cn 
Website 

Professor Dao-Xin Xie  
Department of Biological Sciences and Biotechnology, Tsinghua University 
Beijing 100084, China 
Tel (Fax): 86-10-62781575 
E-mail: daoxin@tsinghua.edu.cn 
Website 

Professor Ning-Hua Tan  
State Key Laboratory of Phytochemistry and Plant Resources in West China  
Kunming Institute of Botany, Chinese Academy of Sciences 
Heilongtan, Kunming 650204, China 
Tel: 86-871-5223800  Fax: 86-871-5223228 
E-mail: nhtan@mail.kib.ac.cn 
Website 

Professor Xiao-Quan Qi  
Center for Signal Transduction and Metabolomics 
Institute of Botany, Chinese Academy of Sciences 
Nanxincun 20, Fragrance Hill 
Beijing 100093, China 
Tel: 86-10-62836663  Fax: 86-10-82599701 
Email: xqi@ibcas.ac.cn 
Website 

Katie Dehesh 
Life Sciences Addition 
University of California at Davis 
Tel: 1-530-752-8187 Fax: 1-530-752-5410 
E-mail: kdehesh@ucdavis.edu 
Website 



3) Omics and epigenetics  

Professor Jun Yu  
Beijing Genomics Institute 
Center of Genomics and Bioinformatics, Chinese Academy of Sciences 
Beijing 101300, China 
Tel: 86-10-80481455  Fax: 86-10-80488831 
E-mail: junyu@genomics.org.cn 
Website 

Professor Da-Bing Zhang  
School of Life Science and Biotechnology, Shanghai Jiao Tong University 
Dongchuan Road 800 
Shanghai 200240, China 
Tel: 86-21-34205074  Fax: 86-21-34202869  
E-mail: zhangdb@sjtu.edu.cn 
Website 

Professor Bin Han  
National Center for Gene Research 
Shanghai Institutes for Biological Sciences, Chinese Academy of Sciences 
Shanghai 200233, China 
Tel: 86-21-64845260  Fax: 86-21-64825775  
E-mail: bhan@newnetra.ncgr.ac.cn 
Website 

Professor Tai Wang  
Key Laboratory of Photosynthesis and Environmental Molecular Physiology, Research 
Center for Molecular and Developmental Biology 
Institute of Botany, Chinese Academy of Sciences 
Nanxincun 20, Fragrance Hill 
Beijing 100093, China  
Tel: 86-10-62836210  Fax: 86-10-62594170  
E-mail: twang@ibcas.ac.cn 
Website 

Professor Xiao-Feng Cao  
National Key Laboratory of Plant Genomics and Center for Plant Gene Research 
Institute of Genetics and Developmental Biology, Chinese Academy of Sciences  
Beijing 100101, China 
Tel: 86-10-6486-9203  Fax: 86-10-64873428 
E-mail: xfcao@genetics.ac.cn      
Website 

4) Development and photosynthesis 

Professor Roberto Bassi  
Laboratorio di Fotosintesi 



Dipartimento Scientifico e Tecnologico - Università di Verona 
Strada Le Grazie, 15 
Verona, 37134 Italy 
Tel: 39-045-8027916 Fax: 39-045-8027929 
E-mail: bassi@sci.univr.it 
Website 

Professor Da Luo  
Institute of Plant Physiology and Ecology, Chinese Academy of Sciences 
300 Fenglin Road 
Shanghai 200032, China 
Tel: 86-21-54924108  Fax: 86-21-54924106 
E-mail: dluo@sibs.ac.cn 
Website 

Professor Yu-Xin Hu  
Center for Signal Transduction and Metabolomics 
Institute of Botany, Chinese Academy of Sciences 
Nanxincun 20, Fragrance Hill 
Beijing 100093, China 
Tel: 86-10-62836650  Fax: 86-10-82599701 
E-mail: huyuxin@ibcas.ac.cn 
Website 

Professor Wei-Cai Yang  
Institute of Genetics and Developmental Biology, Chinese Academy of Sciences 
Datun Road, Anwai, Chaoyang District 
Beijing 100101, China 
Tel (Fax): 86-10-62551272  
E-mail: wcyang@genetics.ac.cn 
Website 

Professor Hong Ma   
The Pennsylvania State University 
University Park, PA 16802, USA 
Tel: 1-814-863-6414  Fax: 1-814-863-1357 
E-mail: hxm16@psu.edu 
Website 

Professor Bo Liu  
Section of Plant Biology  
UC Davis Cancer Center 
Plant Biology (Div Bio Sci)  
2165 Life Sciences Addition  
Tel: 1-530-754-8138  Fax: 1-530-752-5410 



E-mail: bliu@ucdavis.edu 
Website  

Professor Aimin Zhang  
Institute of Genetics and Developmental Biology, Chinese Academy of Sciences  
Datun Road, Anwai, Chaoyang District 
Beijing 100101, China 
Tel: 86-10-62552880  Fax: 86-10-62537814 
E-mail: amzhang@genetics.ac.cn  
Website 

Professor Yong-Biao Xue  
Institute of Genetics and Developmental Biology, Chinese Academy of Sciences  
Datun Road, Anwai, Chaoyang District 
Beijing 100101, China 
Tel: 86-10-62552880  Fax: 86-10-62537814 
E-mail: ybxue@genetics.ac.cn 
Website 

Professor Jin-Xing Lin  
Key Laboratory of Photosynthesis and Molecular Environment Physiology 
Institute of Botany, Chinese Academy of Sciences 
Nanxincun 20, Fragrance Hill 
Beijing 100093, China 
Tel: 86-10-62836211  Fax: 86-10-82594821 
E-mail: linjx@ibcas.ac.cn 
Website 

Professor Cong-Ming Lu  
Photosynthesis Research Center 
Institute of Botany, Chinese Academy of Sciences 
Nanxincun 20, Fragrance Hill 
Beijing 100093, China 
Tel: 86-10-62836554  Fax: 86-10-82594105 
E-mail: lucm@ibcas.ac.cn 
Website 

Professor Cheng-Cai Zhang  
Aix-Marseille University (University of Mediterranee) and CNRS 
Laboratoire de Chimie Bacterienne 
31 chemin Joseph Aiguier 
13402 Marseille cedex 20 
Tel: 33-4-91-164096  Fax: 33-4-91-718914 
E-mail: cczhang@ibsm.cnrs-mrs.fr 



Professor Peter Shaw 
Associate Head, Cell and Develoopement Biology Department 
John Innes Centre, NR5 7UH, UK 
Tel: +1603-450330 
Fax: +1603-450022 
E-mail: Peter.Shaw@Bbsrc.Ac.Uk 

Dr. Martin Parry 
Plant Science Department  
Rothamsted Research  
Harpenden  
Hertfordshire  
AL5 2JQ, UK  
Tel: +44-1582-763133  
Fax: +44-1582-763010  
E-mail: Martin.Parry@Bbsrc.Ac.UK 
Website 

5) Signal transduction 
Professor Hong-Wei Xue  
National Key Lab of Plant Molecular Genetics 
Institute of Plant Physiology and Ecology 
Chinese Academy of Sciences 
300 Fenglin Road 
Shanghai 200032, China  
Tel: 86-21-54924059  Fax: 86-21-54924060 
E-mail: hwxue@sibs.ac.cn 
Website 

Professor Xiang-Dong Fu  
Institute of Genetics and Developmental Biology, Chinese Academy Sciences 
Datun Road, Anwai, Chaoyang District 
Beijing 100101, China 
Tel (Fax): 86-10-64837612 
E-mail: xdfu@genetics.ac.cn 
Website 

Professor Hong-Wei Guo  
The National Laboratory of Protein Engineering and Plant Genetic Engineering 
College of Life Sciences, Peking University 
Beijing 100871, China 
Tel: 86-10-62767823  Fax: 86-10-62751526      
E-mail: hongweig@pku.edu.cn 
Website 



Professor Jian-Ru Zuo  
Institute of Genetics and Developmental Biology, Chinese Academy of Sciences 
Beijing 100101, China 
Tel: 86-10-64863356  Fax: 86-10-64873428 
E-mail: jrzuo@genetics.ac.cn  
Website 

Professor Xie Qi  
State Key Laboratory of Plant Genomics 
Institute of Genetics and Developmental Biology, Chinese Academy of Sciences 
Datun Road, Anwai, Chaoyang District  
Beijing 100101, China 
Tel (Fax): 86-10-64889351 
E-mail: qxie@genetics.ac.cn               
Website 

Professor Chen-Tao Lin  
Department of Molecular, Cell and Developmental Biology, University of California 
Los Angeles, CA 90095-1606, USA        
Tel: 1-310-206-9576  Fax: 1-310-206-3987 
E-mail: clin@mcdb.ucla.edu 
Website 

Professor Zhenbiao Yang  
Center for Plant Cell Biology 
Department of Botany and Plant Sciences 
University of California 
Riverside, CA 92521-0124 
Tel: 951-827-7351 
Fax: 951-827-4437 
Email: zhenbiao.yang@ucr.edu 
Website 

Professor William J. Lucas  
Distinguished Professor of Plant Biology  
1231 Life Sciences Addition 
University of Califonia, Davis,  
California 95616-8537 USA  
Tel: +1-530-752-1093  
E-mail: Wjlucas@Ucdavis.Edu 
Website 

6) Evolution 
Professor Yang Zhong  
School of Life Sciences 
Fudan University 



Shanghai 200433, China 
Tel: 86-21-55664436  Fax: 86-21-65642468 
E-mail: yangzhong@fudan.edu.cn 
Website 

Professor Shuang-Quan Huang   
College of Life Sciences 
Wuhan University 
Wuhan 430072, China  
Tel: 86-27-68753553  Fax: 86-27-68752560 
E-mail: sqhuang@whu.edu.cn 
Website 

Professor Song Ge  
State Key Laboratory of Systematic and Evolutionary Botany 
Institute of Botany, Chinese Academy of Sciences 
Nanxincun 20, Fragrance Hill  
Beijing 100093, China 
Tel: 86-10-62836097  Fax: 86-10-62590843 
E-mail: gesong@ibcas.ac.cn 
Website 

Professor Xiao-Quan Wang  
State Key Laboratory of Systematic and Evolutionary Botany 
Institute of Botany, Chinese Academy of Sciences 
Nanxincun 20, Fragrance Hill  
Beijing 100093, China 
Tel: 86-10-62836502  Fax: 86-10-62590843 
E-mail: xiaoq_wang@ibcas.ac.cn 
Website 

6. SUBMISSION OF MANUSCRIPTS 
All authors should submit their manuscripts online at http://www.submit-jipb.net. The 
BenchPress submission system will prompt authors through the process. Help is also 
available from http://submit-jipb.net/submission/submissionhelp and from Ms Fenghong 
Liu in the JIPB manuscript tracking office (+86 (0)10 6283 6133, fenghong@ibcas.ac.cn). 
Online submission will ensure a rapid handling of your paper. For peer-review, word 
processing files are preferred and will be converted to PDF format. Alternatively, authors 
may create and submit their own PDF with 1.5 line spacing, which will not be subjected 
to any conversion. Although there are no file size limitations, note that large files will 
take longer to upload and convert to PDF depending on the Internet connection. Please 
try to keep the maximum combined PDF file size under 5 MB. If you are not satisfied 
with the final conversion results when the submission is proofed, the complete 
manuscript can be reloaded. Note that Chinese, Japanese, and Korean fonts must be 
embedded in a PDF document file when submitted; otherwise the editorial office will not 
be able to view the submitted manuscript.  



7. COVER LETTER 

A cover letter must be submitted along with the manuscript, stating that the manuscript as 
a whole and any part of the content have not been submitted for publication elsewhere, 
except as a brief abstract in the proceedings of a scientific meeting or symposium. Any 
closely related papers that are in press or that have been submitted elsewhere should be 
noted in the cover letter and cited in the submitted manuscript as appropriate. If any new 
gene symbols are introduced, the authors should state that they have conducted a search 
of the literature and of community databases and whether each new symbol has been 
registered in the appropriate community database. If authors wish to request exclusion of 
any reviewers, specific reasons must be provided. We recommend that authors also 
explain briefly how their work meets the Journal’s scope. 

The cover letter must also contain a declaration that all authors have contributed 
significantly to the work and that all authors are in agreement with the content of the 
manuscript. 

If tables or figures have been reproduced from another source, a letter from the copyright 
holder (usually the Publisher), stating authorization to reproduce the material must be 
attached to the covering letter. 

Availability of materials 
Publication in JIPB implies that the authors agree to provide materials that are integral to 
the results presented in the article, including whatever would be necessary for a skilled 
investigator to verify or replicate the claims. Authors are generally expected to take 
advantage of public repositories or commercial vendors to the extent possible.  

Author material archive policy 
Authors who require the return of any submitted material that is accepted for publication 
should inform the Editorial Office at the time of submission. If no indication is given, all 
hardcopy and electronic material will be disposed of two months after publication. 

8. ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS 
Authors must state that the protocol for the research project has been approved by a 
suitably constituted Ethics Committee of the institution within which the work was 
undertaken and that, where appropriate, it conforms to the provisions of the Declaration 
of Helsinki in 1995 (as revised in Edinburgh 2000), available at 
http://www.wma.net/e/policy/b3.htm.  

In taxonomic papers, type specimens and type depositories must be clearly designated 
and indicated. Authors are required to deposit the name-bearing type material in 
internationally recognized institutions (not private collections). 
When the research is carried out in areas for which research permits are required (e.g. 
nature reserves), or when it deals with organisms for which collection or import/export 
permits are required (e.g. protected species), the authors must clearly detail obtaining 
these permits in the Acknowledgements section. 



9. COPYRIGHT 

Papers accepted for publication in JIPB become copyright of the Publisher, Institute of 
Botany, Chinese Academy of Sciences. Authors will be asked to sign an Exclusive 
License Form (transfer of copyright form). In signing the Exclusive License Form, it is 
assumed that authors have obtained permission to use any copyrighted or previously 
published material. All authors must read and agree to the conditions outlined in the 
Exclusive License Form, and must sign the form or agree that the corresponding author 
can sign on their behalf. Articles cannot be published until a signed Exclusive License 
Form has been received. Authors can download the form from 
http://www.blackwellpublishing.com/pdf/jipb_elf.pdf 

10. MANUSCRIPT PREPARATION 
Manuscripts should follow JIPB style, be written in concise and grammatically correct 
English, and be presented in a manner and at a level that will be accessible to the broad 
readership of the Journal, not specialists. Papers that do not meet these standards will be 
returned to the authors without further review. Consult a current issue of JIPB for 
guidance on format, organization, and preparation of figures, legends, tables, and 
references. In general, there are no limits to the length of manuscripts published in JIPB; 
however, papers of more than 10 journal pages will be published only if the Handling 
Editor judges that the content is sufficiently novel to warrant a long paper. Ten published 
pages in JIPB correspond to approximately 30 manuscript pages, including tables and 
figure legends and an average of six one-column figures. Footnotes to the text are not 
allowed and any such material should be incorporated into the text as parenthetical matter. 

Original manuscripts must be prepared using a standard word processing program (such 
as Microsoft Word) and should be prepared with 1.5 line spacing and in 12 point type 
using one of the following fonts: Times New Roman, Courier, Helvetica or Arial.  

Please organize your manuscripts in the following order: Title Page, Abstract, 
Introduction, Results, Discussion, Materials and Methods, Acknowledgements, 
References, Figure Legends, Tables and Figures. All figures should be attached to the end 
of the document file. 

Title page 
The title page should contain (i) the title of the paper, (ii) a running title of no more than 
60 characters including spaces, (iii) the full names of the authors and (iv) the addresses of 
the institutions at which the work was carried out, together with (v) the full postal and 
email address, plus fax and telephone numbers of the author to whom correspondence 
about the manuscript should be sent. The present address of any author, if different from 
that where the work was carried out, should be supplied in a footnote. JIPB does not 
allow multiple corresponding authors. 

The title should be short, informative and contain the major key words. Do not use 
abbreviations in the title.  



Abstract and key words 

All articles should have a brief abstract (with no more than 200 words) that summarizes 
the questions being addressed, the approaches taken, the major findings, and the 
significance of the results. It should be concise, complete, and clearly communicate the 
importance of the work for a broad audience. The abstract should not contain references 
and the use of abbreviations, which should be defined at first use, should be kept to a 
minimum. 
Five to ten key words or phrases (for the purposes of indexing) should be supplied below 
the abstract in alphabetical order. 

Financial support 
The authors may acknowledge the source of financial support, including a frank 
declaration of the authors’ industrial links and affiliations. 

Text  
Authors should divide their manuscripts into the following sections: Introduction (not 
included as a heading), Results, Discussion, and Materials and Methods. The Introduction 
should provide the necessary background information for the average reader; it should be 
both complete and concise. Previous publications that form a basis for the work presented 
must be cited. Citation of reviews is not a substitute for citing primary research articles. 
Citation of recent research articles is not a substitute for citing original discoveries. An 
author’s own work should not be cited preferentially over equally relevant work of others. 
Authors’ previously published data that are presented along with new data must be 
identified clearly and cited appropriately; duplicate publication of data (including data 
previously published as supplemental material) is not allowed without citation. The 
Results and Discussion can be subdivided if subheadings give the manuscript more 
clarity. The Discussion should not repeat the Results; instead, the Discussion should 
explore the implications of the Results, citing relevant published research, and should 
also be as concise as possible. A Conclusions section is generally not permitted. 
Statements of “first finding” are generally not permitted in JIPB. 
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Tables 
Tables should be self-contained and complement, but not duplicate information contained 
in the text. Number tables consecutively in the text in Arabic numerals. Type tables on a 
separate sheet with the legend above. Legends should be concise but comprehensive: the 
table, legend and footnotes must be understandable without reference to the text. Vertical 
lines should not be used to separate columns. Column headings should be brief, with 
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11. COVER PICTURE SUBMISSION 

Each cover of JIPB will have an illustration selected from one of the articles published in 
that issue. Authors who would like to have a colour photograph considered should submit 
a high resolution image online via BenchPress when submitting a manuscript, or email 
submissions to the manuscript tracking office at fenghong@ibcas.ac.cn. All cover 
pictures should be relevant to the content of the article published in the issue, and have 
artistic impression. The decision for the cover selection is made by the Executive Editor. 
If your photograph is selected, you will be contacted by the editorial staff for additional 
information for the cover caption. If an author does not hold the copyright for a submitted 
image, he/she is responsible for obtaining the necessary permission to use the image in 
JIPB. In return, the colour cover will also be used for the offprints of your paper without 
additional charge. 

12. FIGURES 

We recommend that figures be created using Adobe Photoshop. If you use Photoshop or 
similar software, send .tif files at full size and delete any blank space around the edges of 
each figure. Resolution of at least 600 dpi is needed for most figures, saved as .jpg or .tif. 
Colour figure files should be set up as CMYK (cyan, magenta, yellow, black) and not as 
RGB (red, green, blue) so that the colours as they appear on screen will be a closer 
representation of how they will print in the Journal. If you use PowerPoint, send the 
original PowerPoint files. Use only basic PowerPoint fonts, do not draw lines that are less 
than .25 points thick. Use shaded or colored fills instead of pattern fills. Images imported 
into PowerPoint should have at least 600 dpi resolution. All illustrations (line drawings 
and photographs) are classified as figures. It is preferred that photos be grouped together 
into one or more plates. Figures should be cited in consecutive order in the text. Each 
figure should be labelled at the top of the page, indicating the name of the author(s), 
figure number and orientation.  

Line figures should be supplied as sharp, black and white graphs or diagrams, drawn 
professionally or with a computer graphics package. Lettering must be included and 
should be sized to 8 point size (Arial and Overstriking) for line figures and photographs; 
figure numbers should be sized to be 9 point size (Arial and Overstriking). Photographs 
should be supplied as sharp, glossy, black-and-white or colour photographic prints and 
must be unmounted. Individual photographs forming a composite figure should be of 
equal contrast to facilitate printing, and should be accurately squared. 



Magnifications should be indicated using a scale bar on the illustration. 

All figures must be supplied in camera-ready format. 

Charges for publication of figures are detailed below. 

Figure legends 
Legends should be concise and comprehensive: the figure and its legend must be 
understandable without reference to the text. Include definitions of any symbols used and 
define/explain all abbreviations and units of measurement. 

13. STYLE OF THE MANUSCRIPT 
Spelling 
The Journal uses US spelling and authors should therefore follow the latest edition of the 
Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary. 

Units 
All measurements must be given in SI or SI-derived units.  

Abbreviations 
Abbreviations should be used sparingly, only where they ease the reader’s task by 
reducing repetition of long, technical terms. Initially use the word in full, followed by the 
abbreviation in parentheses. Thereafter use the abbreviation only. 

Trade names 
Chemical substances should be referred to by the generic name only. Trade names should 
not be used when it is not essential or ambiguous. If trade names are used, the name and 
location of the manufacturer must be given. 

Scientific names 

Upon its first use in the title, abstract, text, and materials and methods, the common name 
of a species should be followed by the scientific name (genus, species and authority) in 
parentheses. However, for well-known species, the scientific name may be omitted from 
the article title. If no common name exists in English, the scientific name should be used 
only. 

Botanical nomenclature 

All papers must conform to the latest edition of the International Code of Botanical 
Nomenclature. Upon its first use in the title, abstract and text, the common name of a 
species should be followed by the scientific name (genus, species and authority) in 
parentheses.  

Genetic nomenclature 
Standard genetic nomenclature should be used. For further information, including 
relevant websites, authors should refer to the genetic nomenclature guide in Trends in 

Genetics (Elsevier Science, 1998). 



Nucleotide sequence data can be submitted in electronic form to any of the three major 
collaborative databases: DDBJ, EMBL or GenBank. It is only necessary to submit to one 
database as data are exchanged between DDBJ, EMBL and GenBank on a daily basis. 
The suggested wording for referring to accession number information is: ‘These sequence 
data have been submitted to the DDBJ/EMBL/GenBank databases under accession 
number U12345.’ 

Addresses are as follows: 
DNA Data Bank of Japan (DDBJ): http://www.ddbj.nig.ac.jp 
EMBL Nucleotide Sequence Submissions: http://www.ebi.ac.uk 
GenBank: http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov 

14. SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL 

Supplementary material is not essential to the article but provides greater depth and 
background and may include tables, figures, videos, datasets, etc. This material can be 
submitted with your manuscript, and will appear online, without editing or typesetting. 
Guidelines on how to prepare this material and which formats and file sizes are 
acceptable can be found at: http://www.blackwellpublishing.com/bauthor/suppmat.asp 

15. MANUSCRIPT PROCESSING 

All manuscripts received will be subjected to a vadility check, including the scope, the 
quality and the format, by the Managing Editor. Those that pass the first examination will 
be assigned to a Handling Editor. The Handling Editor usually assigns two peer reviewers 
for each manuscript. Each reviewer and Handling Editor evaluate the manuscript in terms 
of the importance of research questions, the rigor of the experimental evidence and 
protocols, and the significance of the conclusion. All manuscripts tentatively accepted 
will be forwarded to the Executive Editor for a final decision. 

A decision letter will be emailed to the corresponding author once the Handling Editor 
has made his or her decision. The critiques provided by the reviewers can be viewed by 
the corresponding author online at http://www.submit-jipb.net in his or her Author Area 
in the Manuscripts with Decisions queue.  

If the manuscript is accepted without revision, the editorial office will contact the 
corresponding author if additional files/documents are needed. 
If the manuscript is accepted pending revisions, the corresponding author will upload the 
revised manuscript files using the BenchPress system. A revised manuscript must be 
received within 30 days after the decision letter is sent. The manuscript will be assigned 
to the same editor unless authors specifically request otherwise or the original editor is 
unavailable for an extended period of time. If the corresponding author fails to upload a 
revision in 30 days, the manuscript will be handled like a resubmission, unless an 
extension is granted by the Handling Editor. 

JIPB allows only two rounds of revisions, with the second round reserved for only minor 
corrections. This means that Handling Editors must make the final decision whether to 
accept or reject a resubmitted manuscript on the basis of the authors’ response to the 



referees’ criticisms during the first round of revisions. A second round of revisions will 
be allowed only to correct minor issues. If the manuscript is rejected after it has been 
revised it should not be resubmitted to JIPB again.  

If the manuscript is declined with encouragement from the Handling Editor to resubmit, 
the resubmission must be submitted online and will be handled as a new manuscript. A 
resubmission must be noted as such with its previous tracking number.  

A manuscript that contains good scientific content but otherwise requires extensive 
revision will, as a matter of policy, be declined.  

If at any time during the review process the corresponding author has a question 
regarding the status of a manuscript or the nature of the peer review process, he or she 
could contact the Manuscript Manager at fenghong@ibcas.ac.cn.  

16. PROOFS 

The editorial staff will notify the corresponding author via e-mail to electronically 
retrieve page proofs. The corresponding author will have access to one PDF file, which 
will contain: (a) PDF pages (includes figures and tables) and (b) a reprint order form. The 
corresponding author will return to the editorial staff by mail (a) original figures if 
applicable, (b) proofread and corrected original proof, and (c) the completed reprint order 
form. Although the editorial staff may change the wording based on their understanding, 
the corresponding author is fully responsible for the final content of the manuscript. The 
proof is most probably the last chance to correct mistakes. With the exception of 
typographical or minor clerical errors, no changes will be made in the manuscript at the 
proof stage. You may correct any of the mistakes made by the editorial staff for free, 
however, correcting more than five of your own mistakes will be subject to additional 
charges (US$ 2 each), and even re-evaluation by the Handling Editor.  

17. OFFPRINTS 
From January 1, 2008, thirty offprints will be supplied to the corresponding author once 
required. A charge of RMB¥ 500 (US$ 70) and RMB¥ 2000 (US$ 270) will be levied for 
each article without colour figures and with colour figures, respectively. For offprints of 
more than 30, extra charges will be levied.   

18. PUBLICATION FEES 

There is no fee for submitting a manuscript to JIPB. However, a charge of RMB¥ 300 
(US$ 40) for each printed page, and RMB¥ 1800 (US$ 230) for each color figure (or 
figure plate) will be levied on accepted manuscripts. Cheques should be made payable to 
Haidianzhen Branch, China Industrial and Commercial Bank; Account number: 
0200004509088100989; Organization: Institute of Botany, Chinese Academy of Sciences. 
If authors have difficulty paying the publication costs, please contact the Editorial Office. 
The Editorial Board may waive the page charges under special circumstances. 

19. CORRECTION AND RETRACTION 

If necessary, corrections of significant errors in published articles will be published in a 



later issue of the Journal. A correction published in the print journal will also be 
published as a correction in the online journal and will be linked to the original article. 
Articles may be retracted by their authors, academic or institutional sponsor, editor, or 
publisher because of pervasive error or unsubstantiated or irreproducible data. A 
correction or retraction, so labeled, will appear in a prominent section of the Journal, will 
be listed in the content page, and will include the title of the original article. The text of a 
retraction will explain why the article is being retracted and will include a bibliographic 
reference to it. 

20. BLACKWELL JOURNALS ONLINE 

Visit the JIPB home page at http://www.blackwellpublishing.com/jipb for more 
information. JIPB is also available online via Blackwell Synergy at 
http://www.blackwell-synergy.com. 

21. CONTACT US 

Please do not hesitate to get in touch if you have any questions (jipb@ibcas.ac.cn). 


