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‘Virtual Number’

Introduction

To mark the on-line publication of the complete back-numbers of GLL, the Editors have
put together this ‘Virtual Number’ of past articles. The journal is now into its eighth
decade, and the first eight articles in this number have been selected from the first issue
of the first year of each of those decades. This selection is followed by more recent pieces
in the form of the four articles most frequently accessed online during the course of 2007.

German Life and Letters first appeared in October 1936, at what the opening Preface
declared to be ‘an auspicious moment when, after years of tension, the relations between
England and Germany are definitely improving’. The Preface went on to describe the
new journal’s central concern as one of engagement with ‘German culture in its widest
aspects: its history, literature, religion, music, art; with German life in general’. Twelve
more issues of the journal were to appear in the 1930s until, with the outbreak of war, the
October 1939 issue announced that GLL was now forced to ‘suffer temporary eclipse’ in
the wake of ‘the bankruptcy of the high hopes with which it was started just over three
years ago’. As evidence of the journal’s objective presentation of German topics over its
three-year history, the closure announcement proudly pointed out that the Volkischer
Beobachter had described it as ‘a journal which no self-respecting German could read’,
and signed off with the hope that GLL’s contributors might ‘soon find a more congenial
task in presenting a saner Germany of to-morrow’. Eight years were to elapse before that
hope could be realised when VVolume 1, Number 1 of the ‘New Series” — with which our
present volume sequence began — was launched in October 1947. (The journal was to
retain its October start-date for volumes through to 1992, when it moved to a calendar-
year sequence; the last volume using the old pattern (44) incorporated an extraordinary
fifth number — a special “Women’s Studies’ issue — in order to get into step.)

The present ‘Virtual Number’ opens with survey pieces from the first pre-war and the
first post-war numbers, which cast fascinating light on perceptions of German politics
and German literature respectively in those years. For the six subsequent decades we
have selected pieces which give a sense of the range of themes and approaches that have
characterised the journal from the 1950s to the 2000s. Inevitably, our decision to limit our
choice arbitrarily to articles appearing in the first January of each decade has meant that
some areas of ‘German culture in its widest aspects’ have not been able to feature in this
first section. This is, for instance, the case with German film, which has long been one of
GLL’s staples. Happily, this particular omission is made up for in the current ‘top four’
articles that are featured in section two.
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