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ration, and funding? 
This includes: All financial interests in the manu-
script; acknowledgment of all funding support; dis-
closure of affiliations or financial involvement with
an entity having financial interest or conflict relat-
ing to the material presented in the manuscript.
These relationships include, but are not limited to,
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royalties, and payments for participation in manu-
script preparation.
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being reported, is a STARD diagram included? 
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5. Is the Exclusive License Form (ELF) completed?
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ciation Manual of Style: A Guide for Authors 
and Editors. 9th ed. Baltimore, Md: Williams &
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and is not currently under consideration for publi-
cation elsewhere?

2. Do all authors satisfy all three criteria as defined
below?
a. Have made significant scientific contribution to

the work: 
This includes substantial contribution to the
conception, design, acquisition of data, data
analysis, or interpretation of data.

b. Are familiar with the content: 
This includes drafting or revising the manu-
script critically for important intellectual
content.

c. Are willing to take responsibility for the com-
pleteness and accuracy of the content: 
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