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Conflict of Interest Policy for Authors 
In the effort to conform to a high standard of transparency in our publishing process, JSPN requires that authors with any relationship that may be perceived as a conflict of interest report and clearly describe these relationships to the JSPN editorial team as requested during submission of a manuscript.  This information may be shared with reviewers and/or editorial board members as deemed appropriate by the editors.  The editors may also require that this information be made public in the form of an acknowledgement or other appropriate note that is published with an accepted manuscript.

For our purposes, a conflict of interest is defined as a relationship -- financial, personal, intellectual, professional, religious, political, or other – that would affect an author’s actions or judgment in the study design, collection and analysis of data, and/or the creation, submission, and/or publication of the manuscript, or would be perceived to potentially have these effects.  Examples of conflicts of interest or competing interests are: 

1) an author receives funding from a commercial agency to conduct research and write a report, 

2) an author or group of authors (often from the funding source) write an article and then submit it under another individual’s name (often an expert in the field, called ghostwriting), 

3) an author has a relationship with a third party agency that has something to gain or lose through publication of the paper, such as he/she

· receives equipment to use for research from the agency (other than the one with which the author is employed), 

· sits on the board of the agency, 

· is employed by or owns stock or shares in the company,   

· is seeking employment at the agency,
· provides consultation to the agency,

· receives travel funding, speaking fees, or other honoraria from the agency, 

4)  an author holds a patent on a product that may be affected by publication of the paper, and
5) an author is being paid by one side in a court case to provide expert testimony on a topic relevant to the topic of the submitted manuscript.

These are just a few examples, but a relationship with another party who has something to gain or lose through publication of the paper should be disclosed.  

Requiring the author to disclose a potential conflict of interest allows the editors to determine whether a conflict of interest exists, the degree to which it has affected the work, and whether it is appropriate to inform reviewers of a submitted manuscript or the readers of a published manuscript about the potential or existing conflict of interest.  Transparency protects all parties from potential suspicion and perceived deception.  The existence of a conflict of interest does not necessarily mean that the research has been affected or the manuscript cannot be reviewed or published in the journal.


If the editors determine that a significant conflict of interest exists, based on the information provided by the submitting author, all of the manuscript’s authors may be asked for written explanations of the identified conflict(s) of interest.  The authors will be notified if the editors feel it is necessary to inform the reviewers of a submitted manuscript or readers of a published manuscript of the conflict(s) of interest.  


If the editors, through any means, discover that a conflict of interest exists that was not disclosed by the authors, the editors have the right to take any action that they deem is necessary, based upon the severity of the omission, to protect the journal from negative perception or readers from misinformation. These actions may include removing a submitted manuscript from the review process, rejecting a submitted manuscript, retracting a published manuscript, publishing a correction to a published manuscript, notifying the authors’ institutions of misconduct, banning the authors from submitting any future manuscripts to the Journal, or any combination of the above.  

Although the submitting author carries the responsibility for reporting potential conflicts of interest for all of the authors during the manuscript submission process, all authors will be held equally responsible for omissions or purposeful deceptions.  Disclosure of conflict of interest information can be updated if necessary each time a revision of the manuscript is submitted.


All sources of funding and in-kind donations (including funding from government agencies such as the National Institutes of Health) must be disclosed in an acknowledgment submitted with the title page. 

This policy is available in the Author Guidelines on the JSPN Web site at http://www.blackwellnursing.com/jspn and on the manuscript submission site at http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/jspn.
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