Chapter 15 Institutional Settings

Key issues within this chapter:
· Institutional settings provide valuable opportunities for health promotion with specific sections of the community, such as older people, persons with learning disabilities, abused children, and offenders.

· People may make transitions between the community and an institution along a continuum of care.

· A common feature of many institutions is that the residents are not there by choice and often experience loss of control and freedom and feel that they are not able to make their own decisions.

· Health promotion can involve: health education targeted at residents; service improvements to change the nature of the institutions to improve the quality of provision and their responsiveness to the needs of residents; and advocacy for improvements and safeguards to protect persons in institutions.

By the end of this chapter you should be able to:
· understand the way the organization of institutions can affect the health of residents.
· provide a justification for health promotion delivered through organizations.
· be able to describe the characteristics of a health promoting institution including the active involvement of residents in the operation of the institution, support during transitions from one form of provision to another and active communication between the staff and residents.
· discuss the particular needs of persons within prison settings.
· explore the role of health promotion - health education, service improvement and advocacy  - within each setting.
