Chapter 10 Advocacy

Key issues within this chapter:
· Advocacy to promote healthy public policies is a key health promotion activity.

· A wide range of organizations – including political parties, government departments, local services, voluntary bodies and pressure groups – influence policies on health issues.

· An important objective for advocacy activities is to get health issues on the agenda of policy makers, the media and the public.

· Effective advocacy involves defining strategic objectives, forming partnerships and carrying out activities such as lobbying, speaking at public events, working with the media and direct action.

By the end of this chapter you should be able to:
· identify for a given health issue the different organizations that shape that issue.
· understand the processes by which health issues get on the agenda of policy makers, the media and the public.
· develop an advocacy strategy to influence a health issue.
· apply specific advocacy methods including working with the media, public speaking and lobbying.
