
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Handout 6.2:  

Coroner 2 briefing 

Crime and Deviance 

I understand that some coroners are somewhat cavalier with regard to the precise 

legal definition of suicide, and will bring in verdicts on very impressionistic evidence. 

But for me it is absolutely important to establish two things ‘beyond reasonable 

doubt’ as the law says. Firstly I want to be sure that the deceased intended to kill him 

or herself. Secondly that he or she actually knew that what he or she was doing would 

lead to his or her death. Unless you can establish both of these you shouldn't really 

bring in a verdict of suicide. You should use the ‘open verdict’ or one of 

‘misadventure’. 

 


