Lesson Plan 2.1

Globalization
Aim

To introduce the concept of globalization and its political, cultural and economic dimensions. 
Preparation
Students should first read pages 115-24 (could do for homework prior to lesson). The teacher asks students to brainstorm examples of the political, cultural and economic aspects of globalization, and puts them into three lists on the board.

Activity

a) Give students a copy of Handout 2.1 ‘Barbie’ and the development of global commodity chains and get them to read it. 

b) Drawing on this resource and the three dimensions of globalization on the board, the students should then – working in groups – do an analysis of the clothing, pens, stationery, textbooks and other features of their personal possessions and classroom. They should, by looking at things like designer and manufacturing labels and the raw materials used,  try to illustrate all the ways that globalization is a feature of their own lives. They should try to categorize their findings under the three headings of political, cultural and economic globalization. For example, Nike as a global cultural product, trainers made in low-wage economies, books printed in Eastern Europe or the Third World, computers made in China, political globalization through trading agreements, and so on.

c) Each group puts their ideas and evidence together and makes a short presentation to the rest of the class on the evidence for globalization.

Debriefing

The teacher can coordinate points drawn from presentations to supplement the lists from the board. Students should make their own record of this. 

Class discussion on issues like whether the use of low wage economies to produce high profits for transnational and multinational corporations is fair and what benefits – if any – are there for the producer economies. Is globalization a merging of different cultures or the imposition of Western values and culture on Third World countries?
The following terms/ideas might be introduced: globalization, cultural imperialism, multinational and transnational corporations, McDonaldization, global tourism, global lifestyles, and the destruction of native cultures. Introduce theories like those of the neo-liberals, radicals, and transformationalists.
Follow-up homework

Students to re-read pp. 115-24 and write about a two-side essay on ‘Describe the process of globalization and evaluate theoretical explanations for it.’ 
