Lesson Plan 3.2

The Application of research methods

Aim

To get students to consolidate their understanding of sociological methods by planning a piece of research using a suitable research method

Preparation

Students should have studied chapter 3. This lesson can act as a conclusion to research methods

Activity

1. Divide the class into four groups and give each one a general topic for research, such as illegal drug use, subject choices at school/college, arranged marriages, mental illness, the welfare state or poverty. Each group should choose someone to chair their group and someone to take notes and feedback.

2. Each group must then:

a) form an appropriate aim or hypothesis

b) decide on the main research method they would use and why it would be appropriate to research the hypothesis or aim they have identified

c) explain how they might practically implement this method, e.g. if doing a survey, how large their sample might be, what sampling method they’d use and how they would obtain their sampling frame, the type of questionnaire or interview they might use; or if using participant observation, how they would get into the group and whether they would use an overt or covert role, and so on.

d) explain what steps they might take to ensure their research was ethical, reliable and valid, and what practical problems they think they might come across.

Debriefing

The teacher should ask each group to report back, with general class discussion on each report on matters such as what other methods could have been used, what other problems there might have been, whether the research proposed would be valid reliable, ethical, etc.

