Lesson Plan 4.1
The distribution of wealth and income

Aim

To introduce facts about the unequal distribution of wealth and income, and theoretical explanations for it.

Preparation

The teacher should have a few facts and figures to hand on the distribution of wealth and income. Pages 209-210 of the textbook contain figures on the distribution of wealth and income and these can be updated from the Sunday Times Rich List (www.timesonline.co.uk) or from the Office for National Statistics (www.statistics.gov.uk). The Sunday Times periodically publishes a Pay List which focuses on income rather than wealth. To make the issue a ‘live’ one for students, it would be helpful to identify super-rich individuals whom the students will have heard of (movie and music stars, footballers etc.)

Activity

1. Teacher talk/OHP/white board  introducing differences between wealth and income, different types of income and some inequalities in these in the UK.

2. Divide the class into two or three groups – one representing the very richest wealth owners and income earners, one representing middle-class middle-income earners, and one group representing the poorest.

3. Each group should then discuss and record: 

a) how their wealth and income will affect their life chances, with examples.

b) arguments to justify their wealth/income shares and/or attack the others’ share of wealth (the richest and middle groups might use functionalist or Weberian-inspired arguments to justify their position in relation to the poor, while the poor might use Marxist-inspired arguments to attack their own poverty while the richest group have such a huge share of wealth).

c) Let the three groups then present examples of their very good or poor life chances, and their arguments about why they do/do not deserve their wealth. Let the class debate the issue.

Debriefing

The teacher should bring this together by linking the students’ own arguments to functionalist, Weberian and Marxist explanations. 

Students could then follow this up by reading and making notes on the relevant pages of the textbook and perhaps completing all or some of the activities on pages 214 and 215. 

