Lesson Plan 6.1

Crime: explanations and solutions
Aim

To revise and consolidate theories of crime and deviance and the pattern of crime, and use skills of interpretation, application and evaluation to suggest solutions to crime
Preparation 

Students should have already studied theories of crime and deviance and patterns of crime, and have revised them before the session. It would be best if students were divided into groups in a previous session, with homework tasks to revise the theories allocated before discussion in groups on solutions. How the work is divided up will depend on group numbers, but ideally four to a group to facilitate more discussion.

Activity

1.  Divide students into groups, with the following theories divided up between them. 

Strain theory and anomie

Subcultural theories

Control theory
Traditional Marxist theory
Neo-Marxist theories
Labelling theory

Left Realism

Right Realism and Rational Choice theory

Feminist theories

Postmodernist theories

2.  Each group should list the ways their allocated theories might explain the pattern of crime shown in statistics, and then by each explanation they should suggest solutions based on the explanation, e.g. Left Realist theories emphasize social deprivation as a cause of working class crime, particularly in urban areas, so solutions would involve tackling deprivation in poorer urban communities.
Debriefing
A teacher-led plenary session, asking groups to report on how ‘their’ theories of crime relate to solutions to crime. General learning point that theories of crime and deviance are not simply academic exercises, but that theoretical explanations adopted influence the type of social policies adopted to solve social problems like crime. This could be given wider currency in relation to different theoretical approaches in sociology (e.g. Marxism and functionalism) or bases of social policy in general.





















