
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worksheet 6.1: Ethnic Minorities 

and the Criminal Justice System 

Crime and Deviance 

Read pages 440-46  in the textbook and study the following table in 
order to answer the questions that follow 

 

 Position Ethnic minority % 

Whole population (2003) 8.7 

Law Lord  0.0 

Crown Prosecution Service 14.8 

Probation Service 12.9 

High Court judge 0.9 

Circuit judge 1.4 

Recorder  4.5 

Magistrates 6.9 

District Judges 4.1 

Barristers 9.6 

Solicitors 9.5 

Prison officers 4.8 

Community Support Officers 11.6 

Police officers 3.9 

     Source: Statistics on Race and the Criminal Justice System – 2006/7 Ministry of Justice, 2008 

 

1.  To what extent does the table above suggest that minority ethnic groups are unequally represented in 

the staff of the criminal justice system?  

2.  Suggest reasons why minority ethnic groups are so poorly represented, or not represented at all, in 

some parts of the criminal justice system. 

3.  What difficulties do you think people from minority ethnic groups might face in joining or staying in the 

police force? 

4.  Explain carefully, with examples, how the evidence in the table above might, or might not,  be used to 

explain the unequal treatment of black and Asian people by the law, and the high proportion of black 

and Asian people among those in prison.  

5.  On the basis of your wider reading, summarize in two columns the arguments for and against the view 

that the overrepresentation of some minority ethnic groups in crime statistics is simply due to racism 

in the criminal justice system. 


