Lesson Plan 5.1
Consensus and Conflict Theories

Aim

To introduce consensus and conflict approaches to the study of society.

Preparation

Teacher should introduce ideas of consensus and conflict approaches, particularly drawing on Functionalist, Marxist, Weberian and Feminist approaches. Students should have read page 329 as an introduction. The activity below may be facilitated by students reading the relevant sections on each of ‘their’ theories before beginning discussion in their groups.
Activity

1. Divide students into four groups 
Group 1 to adopt a functionalist approach, and analyse the features of contemporary society, with examples, that they think provide evidence of harmony, shared values and interests, cooperation, etc. 
Group 2 to adopt a Marxist approach, and analyse the features of contemporary society, with examples, that they think provide evidence of social class inequalities in wealth, power, control, conflicting interests, etc.
Group 3 to adopt a Weberian approach, and analyse the features of contemporary society, with examples, that they think provide evidence of inequalities and conflicts between social classes, (economic differences), between status groups (differences in lifestyles – including ethnicity, etc. – and consumption), and between parties (groups seeking power in society).
Group 4 to adopt a feminist approach and analyse the features of contemporary society, with examples, that they think provide evidence of inequalities and conflicts between men and women.

Each group should produce a written list of evidence to illustrate their theories.

2. Each group should do a report back to the whole class.

Debriefing

Teacher-led plenary and group discussion on whether contemporary society is best understood using a consensus or conflict approach. This should engender some discussion, and the point can be made that sociologists too have different consensus and conflict approaches, with disagreements on how best to analyse society. Reference might be made back to the four approaches, with follow-up sessions or homework on the substantive content of, particularly, Functionalist and Marxist theories.
