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Indicators of  religiosity and moral values: Great Britain 1985-2006 

 Indicator 

% of 
sample Indicator 

% of 
sample 

1. Absolute guidelines exist about good and evil 
 

2. Often regret doing wrong 

 

Fully accept commandments prohibiting: 

3. Killing 

4. Adultery 

5. Stealing 

 

6. Agree with unrestricted sex 

 

Following acts never justified: 

7. Claiming unentitled benefit 

8. Accepting a bribe 

9. Homosexuality 

10. Euthanasia 

 

11. Greater respect for authority is good 

12. Willing to sacrifice life 

13. Never think life meaningless 

14. Often think about death 

15. Often think about meaning/purpose of life 

16. Have had a spiritual experience 

 

Believe in: 

17. God 

18. Sin 

19. Soul 

20. Life after death 

21. The devil 

22. Ten Commandments 

23. Spirit or life force 

24. Christ rising from the dead 

  28 
 

  8 

 

  

  90 

  78 

  87 

 

  12 

 

 

    78 

    79 

      47 

      30 

 

73 

34 

50 

15 

32 

19 

 

 

38 

69 

70 

45 

30 

68 

40 

52 

Believe in:  

25. Astrology 

26. Ghosts 

27. Telepathy 

28. Premonitions/ESP 

29. Fortune telling/Tarot 

30. Out of body experiences 

31. Reincarnation 

32. Faith-healers 

33. That dreams can predict the future 

 

34. Define self as a religious person 

35. Draw comfort/strength from religion 

36. Religious teachings have the most   

     influence on my views & outlook on life 

37. Religion is important in my life 

38. Belong to some religion 

39. Great confidence in church 

 

Church answers: 

40. Moral problems 

41. Family problems 

42. Spiritual needs 

 

Attend religious services (apart from weddings, 

funerals and baptisms): 

43. At least once a year 

44. Only once a year or less/never 

45. Practising member of an organised 

religion 

 

Believe religion will become: 

46. More important in future 

47. Less important in future 

48. Believe in one true religion 

49. Religious faith an important value to      

develop in children 

 

28 

36 

43 

56 

18 

34 

23 

26 

28 

 

58 

46 

 

17 

33 

54 

19 

 

 

30 

32 

42 

 

 

 

20 

90 

18 

 

 

21 

40 

21 

 

14 

 

Source: Adapted from M. Abrams, D. Gerard, and N. Timms (eds), Values and Social Change in Britain (Macmillan); Census 2001 

(ONS); Mori and Gallup polls; British Social Attitudes Surveys; Nunwood Consulting; Christian Research, Eurobarometer 

(European Commission) 

Worksheet 1.2: Indicators of 

Religiosity and Moral Values 

Beliefs in Society 

Study the table below and answer the questions that follow. 
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1. List the ten most important indicators of religiosity in the table above which, in 

your opinion, show that Britain has become a secular society. Explain the 

reasons why you think these indicators are, or are not, important. 

 

2. Are you a religious person? How many of the forty-nine indicators in the table 

would you answer ‘yes’ to? How many would you answer ‘no’ to?  

 

3. Do you think the religiously-based moral values (1-12) are necessarily good 

indicators of religious commitment? Do religious people have to support them? 

Does not supporting them mean a person is not religious? Does supporting 

them mean you must be religious? Discuss this with others if you are in a group. 

 

4. Identify any indicators in the table which you think might not really have much 

to do with religious belief. Explain your reasons for any you choose. 

 

5. Using the evidence above, assess the view that Britain is now a secular society. 

 

Worksheet 1.2: Indicators of 

Religiosity and Moral Values 

Beliefs in Society 

Questions 

Note: The table above gives some indicators of religiosity and moral values, based on various 
surveys over the last 25 years. Some of these indicators refer mainly to the Christian religion. If 
you come from another religious background, replace the Christian indicators with others that 
apply to your religious group. For example, replace ‘Commandments’ with rules your own 
religion might expect you to obey, and substitute mosque, temple, synagogue, etc., for church. 


