Lesson Plan 4.2

Introducing Social Class

Aim

To introduce social class as a form of stratification, and consider how social classes might be perpetuated. 
Preparation 

None needed, but depending on the students’ development, it may be worth the teacher saying a few introductory words about social class.
Activity

Divide the class into groups, and ask the groups to carry out the following tasks (part e) might have one agency allocated to each group):

a) Suggest what social class is and work out a definition of it.
b) Identify some indicators they would use to allocate people to social classes (e.g. money, job, dress, education, speech, housing, etc.) and then to allocate themselves to their own social class.
c) Identify what they regard as the main features of the upper, middle and working classes in contemporary Britain (e.g. leisure activities, jobs, housing, education).
d) Consider whether and how social class is important in contemporary society.
e) Suggest ways the following agencies of socialization reinforce and perpetuate social class: the family, the mass media, and the education system. Examples might include access to educational privilege, passing on of cultural capital through the family, media stereotypes of class, etc. The use of the internet might help in this, researching access to private education, background of elites, social class differences in leisure, health, family spending and so on. 
Each group writes brief notes on its findings and presents them to the rest of the group.

The teacher records on the board all things students reckon relate to social class.

Debriefing 

Teacher-led plenary discussion on sociological concepts of class, indicators used (income, wealth, occupation, and how these might link to those identified by students), its importance and how it gets perpetuated by family, education and media. Might raise issues like objective and subjective conceptions of class, stereotyping, and whether class is of any importance now.

