Global Development

Worksheet 2.2:
Health and Develobment

Table 7.3 Some international inequalities in health, 2000-4

The ten most advantaged and ten least advantaged countries, ranked on health spending per head (intermational dollar rate'). The United
Kingdorm is included for comparison.

Country Total health Life expectancy Probability of Probability of Probability of Probability of
expenditure at birth (years) dying per 1,000 dying in first dying in first mothers dying
per head population 12 months of five years of per 100,000

(international between 15 and life per 1,000 life per 1,000 live births

dollar rate!) 60 years (adult live births live births {matemnal
mortality rate) (infant under 5 years mortality rate)

mortality rate) (under-5
mortality rate)

Males Females Males Females Both sexes Both sexes Females
2003 2004 2004 2004 2004 2004 2004 2000

10 highest spending countries per head

United States 5711 75 80 137 81
of America

Monaco 4487 78 a5 105 45
Nonway 3,809 77 82 93 57
Switzerland 3776 78 a3 a7 49
Luxembourg 3,680 76 8l )
Iceland 3110 79 83 79 a2
Cermany 3,001 76 82 58
Canada 25889 78 a3 =1l 57
Netherlands 2987 77 81 89 63
France 2,802 76 83 60

UNITED KINGDOM 2,389 76 81 102 63
10 lowest spending countries per head

Sierra Leone 34 37 40 579 2,000
Rwanda 52 44 47 518 1,400
Niger 30 42 41 506 1,600

United Republic 29 47 49 551 1,500
of Tarzania

Atghanistan 26 42 42 508 448 257 1,900
Madagascar 24 55 55 338 270 76 123 550
Congo 23 53 25 442 390 79 108 510
Ethiopia 20 49 51 45] 389 110 166 850
Somalia 18 43 45 524 428 133 225 1,100
Burundi 15 42 47 NG5 457 114 190 1,000
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The international dollar rate measures in US dollars how much what is spent in local currency will actually purchase. This minimizes the consequences
of differences in price levels between countries. For example, a dollar spent in Sierra Leone will buy around five times more health care than a dollar
spentin the LK. The international dollar measure recognizes this, making comparisons between countries more accurate.
Data not applicable or not available.

Source: Adapted from World Health Report, 2006; World Health Organization
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What evidence is there in table 7.3 that there is a link between a country’s level of development and the

state of health of the population? Give examples.

Suggest reasons other than medical care why the maternal mortality rate is so much higher in the

poorest countries than in the richest ones.

Suggest three ways in which the causes of the difference in the life expectancy of males and females in

every country of the world might change between the richest countries and the poorest countries.

Suggest three ways that improvements in education and literacy might reduce the spread of infectious

diseases in the poorest countries.

Explain what is meant by the epidemiologic transition.

Identify and explain three differences between modernization theory and dependency theory in how

they view the epidemiologic transition in developing countries.




