Lesson plan 1.2

Measuring secularization
Aim

To introduce students to the problems of defining and measuring religiosity and secularization.
Preparation

A copy Handout 1.2 on Glock and Stark’s ‘five core dimensions of religiosity’ should be given to each student, and available on an OHT. 
Activity

a) Teacher-led discussion on whether students think religion is declining in society. How do they know? How do you measure religiosity? Can you be religious in some ways and not others? Can you believe without belonging? Can you belong without believing? Introduce concept of secularization and explain how difficult it is to assess the extent of secularization as it depends on the definition of religion.

b) Divide students into groups and give them a copy of Handout 1.2. They should work through each of the dimensions of religion and:

a. devise three questions on each dimension which they might use to assess the strength of religious belief and practice in contemporary Britain;
b. discuss/explore whether it is necessary to be committed on all five dimensions to be truly religious, e.g. can people hold beliefs without practising their religion? Can they practice without belief, and why might they?;
c. try to reach a conclusion on the difficulties facing sociologists when they try to define the concept of secularization and to measure its extent.

Debriefing

Teacher-led class debate on whether religion is declining in contemporary Britain, and the evidence that might be used to support or refute it. Follow-up homework could be reading on secularization from textbook.

