Lesson Plan 1.1
Inclusivist/exclusivist and functional/substantive conceptions of religion
Aim

To explore the different ways the meaning of the term ‘religion’  has been used in relation to its role in society, in particular in regard to the functional and inclusivist conceptions versus the substantive and exclusivist conceptions, and to introduce the ideas of the sacred and profane and  ‘civil religions’.

Preparation

Students should be given a copy of Handout 1.1 Football as a Religion. 

Activity

1. The teacher should lead an initial discussion on what religion is, and whether it should be defined in terms of the role it performs in society (functional and inclusivist), or on the basis of what it actually is (substantive and exclusivist). Durkheim’s ideas on the sacred and the profane and the conception of civil religions should be introduced.

2. Divide students into pairs or small groups and ask them to:

a) read pages 8-9 and 16-21;
b) do the activity on page 19;
c) referring to Handout 1.1 Football as a Religion, list six other possible ‘civil religions’ in contemporary Britain (this relates to the activity in (b) above) and suggest ways these might or might not perform the same functions in society and for individuals as the substantive/exclusivist religions. Consider issues like moral values, influence on everyday behaviour, etc.;
d) reach a conclusion, with explanation, on whether the functional/inclusivist definition is a more or less helpful or useful way of thinking about and studying religion in contemporary Britain than the substantive/exclusivist definition. 

Debriefing

The teacher should lead plenary discussion on answers to (b), (c) and (d) above, and give a steer towards the view that substantive/exclusivist is the definition used by most sociologists, and otherwise almost anything has the potential of being regarded as a religion, like media, sport or music icons, celebrities etc., removing the supernatural and moral/ethical codes and other dimensions from religion. 

