Lesson Plan 4.1

Introducing identity

Aim

 To introduce the concepts of socialization and identity, and the different types of identity (individual, social, collective, multiple, stigmatized).

Preparation – students should first read pages 191-5
Activity

1. In small groups students make up an imagined identity for someone, drawing on the type of features identified in figure 4.2. They should try to incorporate into their imagined person’s identity features relating to:

(a) individual or personal identity

(b) social identity

(c) collective identity

They should identify ways their individual has a multiple identity and any elements that might cause their imagined individual to have a stigmatized identity. These should all be written down as lists, with some brief explanations. 

2. The students should then discuss which of the identity features they have chosen might be due to social influences and which to biology, and whether or not they involve both (e.g. gender characteristics). The social influences should be explained e.g. family, media, peer groups etc. The following table format might be useful, showing some possible examples and ideas.
	Identity feature
	Influences: social, biological or both?

	Individual or Personal Identity Features
	

	family of birth
	biological –individuals can’t choose their biological parents

	Social Identity Features
	

	black British
	black – both? Ethnicity created by socialization British – social, generated by socialization agencies like school, media etc.

	Collective Identity Features
	

	Manchester United football supporter
	social – family, peer group, community socialization

	Multiple Identity Features
	

	black in community/

British abroad
	black due to racism?


(File containing this table is in the downloaded zip file.)
3. Each group should then introduce their person to the class and explain the features of his or her individual, social, and collective identities, the ways she or he has multiple elements to their identity, any stigmatized aspects, and the social/biological influences.

Debriefing

The teacher should record on the board the same lists in composite form, with the aim of discussing the various concepts of identity, and producing a list of the agents of socialization in priority from birth onwards, and discussing the concepts of primary and secondary socialization. Teacher might also introduce discussion of which elements of socialization and identity individuals have some or little choice over, introducing ideas of structure and action approaches to socialization.
