Lesson Plan 1.1
Introducing sociology and sociological terms

This lesson would be useful as a very early (or even first) lesson in the sociology course. 

Aims

a) To serve as an ‘ice-breaker’ to get students talking to each other about sociological issues

b) To introduce students to a range of basic sociological terms and concepts

Preparatory work 

Students should be encouraged to work in small groups. They should all take notes, and choose one member of their group to do a report-back to the whole class. The activity below (file containing this activity as a handout is in the downloaded zip folder) should be printed or photocopied or put on an OHT for students to refer to.
Activity

Imagine you are creating an ideal society from scratch. Your task is to plan how you would organize it, with particular reference to the following issues:

· What should the important beliefs and aims of the society be?
· How would you ensure that children were properly cared for and learn the expected forms of behaviour in society?
· How would you ensure society’s knowledge and skills were passed on from one generation to the next?
· How would you ensure food and other goods necessary for survival were produced?
· How would you allocate food and other goods to members of society?
· How would you establish rules of behaviour and ensure they were enforced?
· How would you deal with people who didn’t conform to social rules?
· How would you co-ordinate everything and resolve disputes between members of society?
Debriefing

The students can then report back their suggestions to the whole class, with the teacher introducing and recording on the white board a range of concepts, such as social structure and social institutions (via the family and education, or whatever others emerge) values, norms, socialization, culture, identity, roles, social control, sanctions, deviance, inequality, possibly the ideas of consensus and conflict, and the tension that exists between people being individuals acting as they like and the wider demands of living as a member of society. The teacher can then follow this up by asking students to read pages 6-9 and make their own notes on the key terms and concepts identified.
