Lesson Plan 4.1

The Nature and Distribution of Power
Aim

To introduce students to the concepts of power and authority and the various ways power inequalities impact on their lives.

Preparation: None, beyond a whiteboard

Activity

Divide the class into small groups or pairs, and ask students to: 

· Work out a definition of power.
· Identify some of the people and organizations that have power over them, such as at school/college, at home, at work, in their personal relationships, in their social lives, in the street and so on. Ask them to provide examples of this power, and how power is used to control them.

· Identify any power they have over others, and what it is based on, e.g. physical strength, being an older sibling, having an elected position, being a paying customer and so.

· Identify how power is used by them and others, such as being made to do (or making others do) things they wouldn’t otherwise have chosen to do, or doing things to gain advantages over others. Ask them to give examples of how they do this.

· Identify ways they think they might have power over wider issues in their lives, like the money they eventually earn and the job they might get, who forms the government, how they might change the world, etc.

· Consider the range of reasons why people might choose to obey, or not obey, those with power.

Each small group should make a short presentation on their findings to the rest of the class. 

Debriefing

The teacher should write on the board the three concepts of power, authority and legitimacy, and ask students to feed in their own examples of each from the previous work. The teacher can feed in Weber’s ideas of Traditional authority, Legal-rational authority and Charismatic authority, and ask students for examples. 

Teacher-led discussion on Stephen Lukes’s three faces of power: 

· the power to influence decision-making;
· the power to control or stop issues being raised for discussion or decision in the first place;
· the power to control and manipulate people’s thoughts and desires so they accept power over them even when it isn’t in their interests. 

Get students to consider, as a class:
a) which face of power is likely to be the most useful in getting their own way;
b) who they think has power in our society.

