
Preface

The book is written to provide a first point of reference
for those interested in, working in or studying subjects
related to the countryside. We have put at the end of
each chapter a section on references, further reading
and websites that we hope will be useful to you.

The countryside is a place of industry, a major
resource for leisure and a haven for wildlife. The Coun-
tryside Notebook started life as a collection of ideas
formed during the 15 years of editing The Agricultural
Notebook. With each edition of The Agricultural Note-
book the debate ran as to which subjects could or should
remain. Despite the book increasing from 500 to 720
pages in length, the pressure to include more on exist-
ing topics meant that some subjects had to go. I am
delighted that with this new title, The Countryside
Notebook, contemporary subjects such as social capital
are included, along with some more traditional areas
such as game, aquaculture and equine.

We do hope you enjoy reading The Countryside
Notebook, not I suspect from cover to cover but as an
essential reference book on the shelf. We would
welcome feedback from readers on aspects of the book
that we might amend in subsequent editions.

We hope this book will be welcomed by the many,
many people who live, work or simply enjoy non-urban
areas.
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