
Y

yer (n.) In the phonology of Slavic languages (e.g. Polish), a term used to
describe a type of very short high vowel which appears only in certain con-
texts; also spelled jer. It has been seen as an illustration of a ghost segment,
and the question of its representation has attracted particular attention in
non-linear phonology. See also hard consonant, soft consonant.

yes–no question (y/n) A term used in the grammatical subclassification of
types of question to refer to a question form where a grammatical reply
would have to be of the type yes or no. It is formally marked by inverted
subject–verb order, e.g. is she going? These ‘general’ or ‘inverted order’ ques-
tions are contrasted with WH-questions.

yo-ho-ho theory In historical linguistics, the name of one of the speculative
theories about the origins of language: it argues that speech arose because, as
people worked together, their physical efforts produced communal, rhythmical
grunts, which in due course developed into chants, and thus language. The
main evidence is the use of universal prosodic features (but these provide only
a small part of language structure).


